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FOREWORD 


At theinstructions and wishes of my late uncle, the reviver of zableegh, 
Maulana Muhammad flayas (R A), several booklets have alseady seen the 
light from the pen of thishumble servant In spite or my own incompetence, 
but through the Grace of Allah, and the blessings of the insistence of my late 
uncle, these beoklets have proven to bequite bene ficial and thes have alread 
been printed in very large numbers. 


“O Allah, All praiseand thanksare due to you a one. | cannever praise 
Yousufficiently. Verily You areas Majesticas You alonecan praise Yourself 
adequately.” 


Towards the end of his life, my late uncle laid great stress upen my 
compiling twomorebooklets : one pertainingto spend ng inthe path of Allah 
and another on the virtues of business. As for spending in the path of Aliah, 
| have already compiled a book on this subject some time ago. [thas been 
printed underthe title: FAZAA-IL SADAQUA T. However. as for FAZAA 
iL TIVAARAT, | have, in spite of his insistence, not been able upto now to 
comply with his wishes, Heexpressed his wishes 1@r such a booklet time 
and again duringhis.llness, during which time I frequently had to visit him 
in Delhi (Nizamuddin), During that time, because it was nearthe end of the 
Madresa year where my lecturing en Bukhari Shareef in Madresa 
Mazahiru] Uloom, Saharanpur, | was forced te continuously return to 
Saharanpur This meant that neither could | settle in Delhi nor in 
Sah aranpur. It oftenentailed me having to stay for two orthree days in Delhi 


and two or three days in Saharanpur. 1 have already explained this in my 
introduct on to VIRTUES OF HAJ and in VIRTUES @F CHARITY. 


Because of his wishes, atreatise wasactually written and a rough draft 
prepared. In accordance with my weil known style, it consisted ofa few 
chapters, some stories byway of tllustrationand aconclusiorychapter, The 
draft was presented to him but because of his severc illness, he could not 
listen to it and suggest some changes to the shortcomings and inadequacies, 
so that the final draft could be prepared according to his satisfaction. 
U nfostunately, bec ause of his illness, this was not tobe, 


He indicatcd that the manuscript should be placed beferesome of his 
cotlcagues in the field of fableeghk, who in their deliberations should 
discuss its merits and draw attention to any faults orshortcomings. This was 
done, although it wou !d have been somuch better ithe himself could have done 
that. 


After fram presenting the manuscript to some of the late Maulana’s 
friends, they were so involvedand busy, being pre occupied with his illness, 
that every ti ne they were askcd for the corrected manuscript. the reply was 
thatthey had not yet completed the proofreading thereof Duringthistime 
idazrat Maulana Ilyas passed away. May Allah fill his resting place with 
blessed light and grant him a lofty place in the hercafter! 


Thereafler, lalso became so involved with my fectruing in Mazahirul 
Uloom, Saharan pur, the administrative affairs ofthe Madresaand the writing 
of commentasies on var ous classical /Jadeeth works etc., that no immediate 
at:entian couldbegiventothis work. Forthis!am extremelyregretful. Now, 
since | have been residing in Madinah Munawwarah for a couple of years, 
the involvemens with Madresaatfairs is no more. However, I have myself 
been troubled with severe ill-health and for about five years, { have been 
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continuously quite ill. Every timethe wishes of my dear uncle come tomind, 
Ihave been feeling greatly disturbed at nothavingcompl ied withhis wishes. 


Now for the last few months my illness is ofsuch a degree that I have 
not been able to perform any educational and religious services, butbecause 
of the worry at not having complied with the wishes of my uncle, today, onthe 
evening of wednesday the 7th of Zil Hij 1399, in the Masjid d Nabawi in 
Madinah, I have had the work restarted. [ have no hope of completing it 
myself, andhaveasked my dear fri end, MaulanaSoofi Iqbal, whohas writien 
down many ofmy works one my dictation, and from whose hands many of my 
books have been published, to complete it, should] fail to do so However, 
the spiritual attentions ofmylateuncle were present and Alhamadullitiah| was 
able to dictate it tothe end, 


The original text prepared during the lifetime of Maulana Ilyas has 
been forgotten and those U/ama who were presented with it, have all passed 
away and the manuscripthas been lost. But may Allah see this work finally 
printed so that it may be added to the righteous deeds of Maulana llyas. This 
booklet, which thus had to be rewritten, has for the sake of barakat, been 
commencedwith a chapter on halaal Earnings from BEHISHT? ZEWAR BY 
MAULANA ASHRAF ALI THANWL (May A JJahfill his restingplace with 
aoor!). 


Madinah Munawwarah Maulana Muhammad Zakaria. 
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TRANSLATOR’S FOREWORD 


@nce again I feel honoured at having been able to providea simple 
English translation ofa booklet by Shaikhul Hadeeth, Maulana fyfohammed 
Zakaria R. A. The Sheixhis no more withus, but the benefits ofthe fruits from 
his pen continue toreach us as it also reachesus throughthis booklet “Faaeail 
Tijaarat”, which translate as “Virtues of Merchandise.” 


This booklet is of special significance to me personally, not only 
because of the valueof its contents and the advice itgives, but alsobecause 
the Sheikh himself had handed a copy to me in Makkah with the wish that 
it also be translated, We once visited him in Makkah in 1987 while he was 
quite ill. The printed Urdu booklet had just been received from Pakistan. In 
spite ofhis illness, Sheikh told one of his close friends to hand us a copywith 
adesire for its translation. 


One regrets that such a valuable booklet should only be placed before 
the Muslim public after such a long time. However, we hope that others will 
lerive benefit froma perusal thereof, fisha Aliah. 


Yusuf Karaan 


CHAPTER ONE 


HALAAL EARNINGS 


It is reported ina Hadeeth that the acquisition of Aalaal earnings 
isaduty upon the Muslims, which is only secondary tothe other fundamental 
piinciples of [slam like salaahk zakaahetc. Inether words, although it is 
a Muslim‘s duty to acquire haf/aa/ (pure and clean) earnings, this duty is not 
of exactly the same status as the other encumbent duties, such as the five 
pillars 


This ebligation is ferthose wheare inneed of earnings fortheirdaily 
necessities, whetherthose necessitiesareto satisfy the requirements ofonese If 
or, for the needs of one’sdependents. However, i tisnotan obligationonthese 
persons whe are in pessessien ofsufficient provisionse.g, the landowner, 
or thatperson whohas other sources of income. The reason for this is that 
Allah has created wealth for the sole purpose of filf Iling needs so that one 
can be freeto spend time n the worship of Allah. Without preper foed and 
drink, one will not be able to perform ibadah. Hence we may say thatthe 
acquisitjen of wealth is not a goal in itself, buta means towards a goal. 


From the foregoing, itappears wat whenaperson has the necessary 
wherewithal fer a decent existence, it is not commendable at alltosearch 
forfu ther wealth or seek toincrease one’s possessions out of pure greed. 
It is not compulsory fos those of adequate means to seek te increase their 
wealth. Greed is a thing which causes negligence and misleads one into 
numerous sinfill practices. Please take netice ef this very carefully, Where 
halaai means are available, aMusiim shouldnever ever tum towards haream 
earnings. 
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Haraan earnings ace completely devoid of blessings and whoever 
eams such wealth will continuously be cursed and live in disgrace i nboth 
hisspiritual and worldly life. Nowadays, thereare somei gnorant people who 
claim that it isnow impossible to acquire Aa/aaleamings . These persons have 
given up all hope of acquiring Aafaa? wealth. This is absolutely untrue and 
a trick of Shaytaen, }tshould be borne inmind at all times that whosoever 
desires to follow the path of skariat, is granted assistance by Allah from 
unexpected and unthought of sources. When the intention of a personis to 
acquire hafaal food and to avoid haraam. Allah surely makes ha/aal 
earnings available to him. This can be seeninthe experiences of men, And 
furthermore, promises tothis effecti nthe Qutaan and in the Hadeethare only 
too numerous. 


It is a fact that in these difficult times to those servants of Allah, who 
had stayed clear of haraam ordoubtfulearings, Allah grants good and clean 
wealth. Such people have much more comfortable, more honourableand 
easier lives compat ed with those who gather and devour Aaraam. Any person 
who has seenhow Allah deals with himself or how Al lah dealt with others will 
never pay attention to the ignorant utterings of those who maintain that the 
earning of halaal is impossible today. Even if they should read such a 
statement in some daok, then they will immediately realize that the meaning 
is not that which the ignorant ones have understood. So, when one happens to 
come across such statements, it is best to inquire from areliableand recognised 
pious dalimas to the true meaning thereof. /nsha Allah such undesirable 
thoughts will be removed from his mind and the question will be answered 
to one’s satisfaction, 


Many people take little precautions with regard to their earnings. 
Very often they earn their living through such professions which are not 
peimissible. Someeven trample the rights of others, all ofwhichis ofcourse 
haraam One need have no fear of want because inthe treasure house of 
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Allah, there is no shortage ofanything. Whatever has been written as one’s 
share of sustenance, somuch shallone receive, nothing less. So why should 
one have evil intentions and endeavour to acquire more and thereby prepare 
apath leading to hell? Is this not the hetght of foolishness? 


Because of the fact thatpeoplein these days pay little attention 
to ensure that their earnings are halaa/, we intend to draw attention to ha/aal 
eamings time and again. Jtshould be bome inmind that the actualpurpose 
for thecreation ofmen and jinn is that they should worship Allah Atall times 
andin allaffairs should this beremembered. Further, one should at alltimes 
remember that eating and drinking are solely forthe sake of creating strength 
andenergy inthe body, which in turnenablesonetoglorify thenameof Allah. 


Life was not meant that one should be continually engrossed in the 
pleasures of eating and drinking, while in the meanwhile foigetiing the 
presence of Allah Ta’aalaand disobeying Him. Some other irreligious ones 
are ef the opinion that life only means to eat and drink, wear clothes and satisfy 
one’s lusts and desires. This kind ofattitudeisan extremely irreligious one. 
May Allah eradicate this ignorance, which has become areal scourge upon 
society !, 


Rasulullah (S.A. W) is reported to have said: 


Ne one has ever eaten any food which is better than which he had 
earnedthrough working with his hands, 4nd verily Allah’s Nabi, Dawood 
(peace be upon hint) used te eat that which he earned with his hands. 


This Hadeeth indicates thatthe best food to consume is that which 
isearned trom the work of one’s own handsas inthe caseof havingpracticed 
some trade or business. One should not unnecessarily become a burden on 
others through begging, and one should never consider it beneath one’s 
dign ity to even do any menial work for a living, 
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When it is known that the prophets of Allah (A.S.S) used to earna 
living through hard work, are there any who cun be more oi equally 
honourable? According to another Hadeeth we tearm: “there is not asingle 
Nabi who did not herd goats”. This shouidbe well understood and Muslims 
should avoid gnorance and arengance. 


Then thercis another point which is oftenmisu nderstood. Some people 
are of the opinionthat should one acquire any falaa/ wealth from sources 
where he did not work foritas inthe easeof wealth received through inheritance, 
such wealth is not of anhonourable nature. fhey then prefer to work hard 
toearn halaal s istenance and consider this striving better than to consume 
such inherited wealth, instead of keeping busy with the ibadah (worship) 
ofAllah.Thisals0is wrong Whena person acquires such ka/aal wealth, e.g 
fiemthe estate of somcone, itis best and only righttomake use thereof and 
tospend one’s time in Allah's service. It isingratitudethat Allah should 
grant a life of ease and fieedom from want and then onlyto find that that 
person refrains from celebrating His praises, and continues to accumulate 
we alth. 


@ne should remember that as |ong as there is no embarrassment or 
humility involved, all Halaal sustenance shouldbe considered as pure and 
good, no matter from which halaal source it reaches us. Such sustenance is 
indeed bounty‘ frorn Allah and should beappreciated. Hence such persons 
should be careful in theirspendingand not squander anything unnecessarily’. 


The Hadeeth also means that people shoutd not cast their 
responsibilities and burden son othersand notresort to begging except in such 
cases of dire necessity, which is considered as anecessi ty accordingto Shariat 
Doing menial work should not be considered as humiliation when Aalaul 
earnings are sought. Employment should not be considered as something 
degrading For this reason, thecontents of this Hadeeth bas been stressed so 
that people may not look down upon work, and so that they may earn, eat, 
feed others and give in charity, 
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The Hadeeth under discussion does also not mean that halaa! food 
obtained from any other sources than one’s own hard work is not /rulaal or 
that such Aalaa/food is notequal in value and virtue to that obtained through 
sweat and toil. In fact there arecases where such wealthcaneven be bet:er. 
Similarly, itiswrong ofignorant persons tolook down uponthe trueservants 
of Allah with ndicule when they remain in prayer and worship while 
depending entirely and sincerely on Allah alone. It is wrong to quote this 
Hadeethand deride those righteous people. andto mock at them by saymg 
that they should work fer their sustenance. [tis also not rightto tell such 
people sarcastically that they sitand wait for sustenance to come by means 
of tawakkal and the offerings of people. 


Thisisan utterly foolish obj ection whichw ould even heap scorn upon 
Rasulullah (S.A.W). @ne shouldbe very careful. It is quite possible that 
because of disrespect to those righteous personalities, Ailah’s wrath may 
descend in the form of curses and calamities. This causing hurt andpain 
to the friends of Allah is such a thing which can cause a person to lose his 
faithand come toa badending without Jman, May Allah cause that person 
to rather depart from this world before he raises objections and criticises 
the Saints. That will be best fer him. 


Now wishto mike this quiteclear. When one studies the Quran and 
Hadeeth, as itshou ld be studied, one comesto the concl usionthat reliance on 
Allah alone is bet:er fer all those persons in whom the true qualities of 
tavakkalare found. 


For them, it is much betier to practice tawekkal. @f the stages of 
sainthood, this position is indeed a very high one. Rasulullah (S.A W) 
himseifused to be one who had complete reliance on Allah and this stage of 
tas akkal is indeed so much more meriterious than to obtain sustenance 
through hard work. Whomsoever 27A{lah and, granted insight and true 
understanding, can obviously see these blessiggs. 
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Because this is but a short book let we carmot nowgo intoall the details 
of this aspectof life. 


{nsha Allah it shall be dealt with in detail inaspecial book ata suitable 
time. It is, however, a great injustice that some people who are deprived of 
righteous deeds, ridicule others who are more fortunate. Howare those critics 
going to face Allah on the day of Judgment when they had harassed His 
friends? 


Apart from the beneft of sawakkal that have alieady been 
mentioned, there are many other deeni benefts of tawakkal Those saintly 
souls who put their trust in Allah, are nvost of the time involved in educating 
the masses and seeing to their spiritual welfare. They are thase in the 
seivice of thecommunity. Hence the community should reciprocate by 
being responsible for their minimum basic needs, Thisis aright thatis due 
to them; soif they acc ept that which is their rightful due, why should they be 
criticised? After all, do we complain when others claim whatisduetothem 
by any legal or other forceful means? Those who arec/iosen by Allah, do 
not do it inthat unpleasant manner In fact they only really accept gifts 
which are in anycase due to theminagracious manner and mostlyafter being 
begged to accept. 


Gifts accepted without humiliation , and in sucha way that a person 
retains his independence and without strings attached, are permissible and 
acceptable, especially incases where the giver will be greatly slighted if the 
gifts should be refiised. In truth, the real mufawakka/ eams his living with 
honour His faith is only in Allah and he does not look towards men for 
solutions totheir problems. On the other hand, if there are any who have the 
intentions of being served materially by their fellowmen. or who make all 
sorts of clever plans torob or deceive others by hypocrisy of pseudo-piety, 
then 1 wish to exclude them from tiscategory. We are only discussing the 
wue ones who rely for their living on Allah. 
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Let me repeatonce more: It is a grave sin to look down upon any saintly 
beings, when wedothat, their reputation is not harmed. In fact they are being 
benefitted, because on theday of Qiyaamar the saintly ones willbe giventhe 
good deed of the mocker. So in fact destruction and harm comes to the 
critics a great loss here and in the hereafter 


The Shariat does not give permission to everybody to resort to 
absolute reliance on Allah. Jt is no easy task toadhere to all the conditions 
prescribedfor suchreltance. Theconditions arevery stringentandthepeople 
who abide by them are so few that we may say they are non-existant. Is it 
Nottrue thatthe bestthingsin lifearescarce? Wegreatly thank Allah Ta'‘aala 
that this section was dealt with easily and explained without much effor:. 


May Allah grant all of us the ability to act according to the Suunat and His 
will. Aameen! 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) is reported to have said: "Verify diah is pure 
and He doesnot accept anything except that which is pure.” 


Allah is endowed withall the attributes of perfection and free from all 
faults, He only accepts thatwhich is pure and halaal, haraam wealth is not 
acceptabletohim. Some Ulamta havestated that itis irreligious, blasphemous 
andasacrilegeto give haraam things in Allah’s path, while hoping thereby 
to eam reward from Allah. 


Allah commanded the believers with the same things with which He 
commanded His Messengers. He says : 


"O Messengers eat of the pure things and workrighteovr ss.” He also 
says: "O ye who believe eat of the good (halaal) things which We have 
granted to you.” 


In a Hadeeth Rasulullah(S.A.W) mentions how a man on a long 
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journey (possibly to Fiaj or in search of knowledge) with dishevelled hair 
and covered with dust froin the effects of the journey lifts up his hands 
towards the sky in prayet. He calls upon Allah: “O My Sustainer, O My 
Sustainer!” This man repeatedly beseeches Allahto have mercy onhimand 
grant hisn that which hestrives for However his food is karaam, His drink 
and clothesare of Aaraani. In other words, he is covered in Aarau, and he 
has beenreared and nourished on Aaraam. So how will his prayers ever be 
anwered? 


When a person has dumng his childhood days been fed on Aaraam 
foods by his parents, and during his adulthood acquires Aafaal provisions 
for his food, drink and clothes, he does not fall under the same ruling In 
such a case, the sin of feeding the family on Aaraamonly falls onthe parents 
How can the dua of this person ever be accejned? 


He re we see aman’ Sduc being rejected beca use of haraamcarningsin 
spite ofall the difficulties he undertakes. His dua will never be answered 
and ifatsome timeorother he sould receive that which he desires, it will not 
be because ofhis prayer being answered, but because such thingshad been 
destined for him asalso is thecaseofthe unbelievezs. When we speak about 
duas deing accepted, we actually meanthat Alvah looks upon Hisservants 
with Mercy and because of that syercy the servant acquires his longed. 
lor object, and in addition receivesa reward for his supplication. Such is the 
case oftthose who are the steadfast fullowers of Shariat and beg of Allah 
their desircdobjectives. 


From al! this we learnthat there is indeed great barakat (blessings) 
iri the consuming of ;alaa/ foodand thatithas greatinf uence and effecton 
our livesand activities. Through the eating of Aalaal, one is strengthened 
for the pertermance of rightheousness, and the limbs obey the brain. Imam 
Ghazali R.A reiates the story of a vary great saint, Hazrat Suhail, who used 
to say: “When aperson consumes ttaraam food, hislimbs refuse to follow luis 
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mind.” In other words the brain will commandthe body to perform righteous 
deeds and the body will refuse. 


This, however, is someth ing which can cm ly beseen by thesaintly ones 
whose hea: ts and insighthad become enlightened As forthosewhosehearts 
are blackended through sin and evil, th ey will continueto sin and satisfy the ir 
5ase desires and yet they will not even feel its bad effects.. 


We beg of Altah to grant us beauty and purity in our hearts, light in 
our inner selves and proper insight. 


Aameen! 


Abd ul lah bin Mubarak R.A, whowas a student of Imaa:7 Abu Hansefa, 
said :“To return one dirham thathas reached me unlawfully, either by 
way ofa giftor any other way, to its owner is better for me than fo give six 
hundred thousand as charity.” 


This saying is sulficientto indicate howmuch one should becazeful 
of such wealth,in which thereis doubt regard ing itsbeing Aalaal or herwam. 
Itis a preat pity that peopfe do not refrain from unlawfi? eamingstaking ail 
forms ofearningto be the same. The saintly elders considered doubtful goods 
to be very very bad Itis the duty of all to avoid Aaraam wealth Great 
precautions should be taken against it because such things cause numerous 
evils in aperson and even lead to his destruction. 


Rasulullah (S.A.W)is reported tohave said :"The Aalaaf things are 
clear and the haraam things are clear, and between them there are the 
doubtful things.” Fhe doubtful things are those about which a personis 
undecided as to their being Aa/aa/ or karaam, From some points of view. a 
thing may appear to be Aalaai, whereas from other points it may appear 
haraam, 
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Many people do not know (thedoubtfiil things) and a few are there who 
know them. Theyare those great pious U/ama who practice consciensiously 
upon their knowledge. 


Hence who soever abstained from such things has saved his deen and 
saved himself from the punishment of hell, and saved his reputation from 
attacks by critics. Everyone whe acts against deen is surely criticised and 
branded . Thus it isthe duty of every rational person to protect his honour, 
respect and good name. 


Who everdoes not abstain from and gets involved with doubtful things 
will definitely also fall into Aaraam. When a person allows himself to fall 
into small sinful acts, the process is beund to accelerate until (God forbid) 
he finalty destroys himself Similarly, if a persondoes not abstain from 
doubtful things andjustaccepts anyfoimof goods coming tohi m,he willsoon 
f.nd himself consuming haraam. Therefore, one should always make one’s 
self a prisoner of the laws of Shariat and never allow oneself any freedom. 


It is pernvissible, yet makroeh to consume such doubtful things where 
we do not know how much Aalaa/ or haraam it contains.But because there 
is the possibility of falling into haraam in the future, it best to avoid all 
doubtful things. This is the crux of this matter. 


The Hadeeth further illustrates this person who goes towards 
doubtful things: “Like a shepherd who herdshis animalsin the surrounding 
pastures which the King had fixed for the grazing of his own herd. Soon the 
herds will stait grazing inside the (prohibited) pastures.” When this type 
of prazing takes place, there is the possibility that one out of two things may 
fappen: either itis going to become well nigh impossible for the animals to 
graze around a certain prohibited area without efitering it, or the herdsman 
himself will become so audacious that he will not exercise necessary 
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precaution. Similar is thecase with one’sself. Jnitially, where through bei ng 
incontact with doubtful things. there is thepossibility of falling tmmediatel5 
intoharaam. At other times such courage willbe shown that one willafte: 
atime fall into haream. 


{nthis Hadeeth, we have merely asimile. {t should be noted that it is 
not pertnissible for any landowners to reserve forthemselves the grazing 
rights on naturally grown pastures 


My Brothers, please remember Every king has his own 
restrictions. Be aware that Allah’s restrictions are what He has prohibited. 
Whoever falls into the sin of breaking His laws, is guilty of rebellion and 
contravention. Rebellion against one’ sruler is treason. Beacuase Allahis the 
Most High King, treason against Him is considered the highest form of 
treason which deserves the severest punishment 


Note also thatin the body of man thereis a piece of fiesh. If this piece 
of fleshis sound (having no spiritual or physical defects), the wh ol ebody is 
healthy And when thispiece of flesh is diseased, the bodyi sdiseased. Beaware, 
itis the heart Theheart isthe ruler of the body and its health means health 
for the whole body. This heart can only be healthy if there is obedience 
to Allah’ s will. Through sin the heart goes blind. 


To sum up, the attainment of righteousness is dependent upon the 
health an¢ pusity ofthe heart, and purity of the heart depends on Aalual 
sustenance. Hence, we seethereason for stressing the importance of halaal 
food. 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) said : "May Allah destroy the Jews. The fate-of 
sheep and cows were made unlawful to them. But they t-elted down the 
Sots and sold it (and devoured the received money), " 


i Fazr'i!-6-Tijaarat 


In other words they devised a plen whereby they did not actually 
consume the fats, but consumed the money derived therefrom. They then 
claimed that they were not actually eating fats. In fact they had been strictly 
forbiddentoderve any benefitfrom fats and thisincluded themoney obtained 
forin it, 


Today thesame applies to some peopiedealingininterest. They make 
allsorts of plans, which in factboil downto their making use of interest. They 
shouldknowthat Aflah the Knower of theseen and the unseen, knows all the 
nivats, and they should by all means avoid such plots and plans. 


Rasulullah (S.A. W) also said: “Never will a person give in charity of 
the wealth thathe earwed in aharaammanner which will be accepied (by 
Allah as a righteous deed); and never will a man spend of sch wealth 
and fired blessirigs (borakat) therein: andnever will a man leavethereof 
for his next of kin after hisdeash, except that it shall be something to 

‘send rutn sowands hell.” 


This means when apersoneamsfaaraam and gives thereof as charity, 
it will notbe accepted ofhimand nothing will be received as reward. Infact, 
some Ulama havestatedthatit isan act of day (infsdility) to expect reward 
out of haraan possessions. These U/area also state that shoulda poor 
person know that the money given to him comes from haraam sources and 
still make dyafor the giver, thenhe also fallsunder the samejudgement. When 
such wealth is. used in any other way then tco, it shall cary no blessings, 


And when.such wealth is left as inheritance. it becomes something 
through which one goes to hell. Here on earth theheizs will eat and enjoy and 
there, the testator will bum inbell .[s it not a fact thenthat#araam possess ions 
only bring harm and have no benefits whatsbe ver? 


Allah never dispels evil with evil. Since itis disallowed and sinful to 
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give haraan wealth as charity, therefore one’s othersinscannotbe forgiven 
by this means. Evil is only eradicated by r.ghteousness For this reason, 
halaal wealth in charity does bring about forgiveness of sins, when the 
charitable act is perfermed according to the tenets of Shariat 


Rasulullah (S.A. W)said: "The flesh which had been nourished (on 
the body of any one) outefharaam earnings will never enter paradse. And 
for such flesh, helt is the rightfulpiace. ” 


This means thathewho devours karaam provisions, will never enter 
paradise withoutf rst having been punished. This also does not mean that he 
will, like the unbelievers, never enter sannat. 


If he died in faith, while having been aneater of Aaraam, hewill first 
bepunishiedin hell for hiss insand thereafter enter paradise. Andifheshould 
repent before death overtakes him. and gives toeveryone the rightful things 
that were due to them, then Allah will forgive this sin and hopefiilly he shall 
be saved from the punishment thar is mentioned in the Hadeeth. 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: "Noone will be truely God-*earing until 
he leaves aside that in which there is fear (of being haraam) in favour 
of that thing in which there is no possibitity of being haraam” 


This means that a certain thing may be completely falaal while 
another thingmay be permissiblt, However. because of performingthis lawful 
act, heremay be the possibility ofsomehow or other falling intosin. For this 
reason a person stays away fiom such halaal, even though partaking such 
halaal is not sinful in itsel £ This is because that which leads to anevil is also 
evil. For example, itis a fact that it is no sin to partake of luscious and 
delicious foods and to wear expensive and smartclothes, However, through 
the excess ive enjo yment of pleasurable things there is the possibility of sin. 
Hence the true ly God-fearing, striving for perfect righteousness, will surely 
refi'ain even fiom such pennis sible things. 
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Another exampleisthis : [tis makreohtoconsume food wherein there 
is doubt. Shoulda person partake thereof, there exists the possibility thatseen 
one may find oneself sobeyond control that one may even begin to consume 
har aam. Hence such food should be avoided. 


Sayycdatina Ayesha reports that Sayyedena Abu Bakar had a slave 
xhe used to pay him Xhiraagj (viz., that fixed amount that a slavehad to pay 
<0 his master from all his earnings for the rest ofhis life) Sayyedena Abu 
Bakar used to make use of his share of the slave’s earnings. 


@ne day the slave brought some food stuff which Abu Baker R.A ate, 
whereupon theslave asked him: “Bo youknowwhat you have eaten (and fiom 
where ithas come)?” Abu Bakar R.A asked: “What is it that 1 have eaten?” 
Theslave said “Once, in the days of ignorance, (prior to Islam) [ tolda 
certain man his fortune according to the res of fortune tellers. I did not 
know this art very well. In fact {deceived him. Thereafter he again met me 
and in return for what [had told him, he gave methis which you have now 
eaten”. On hearing this, Sayyedina Abu Bakar put his finger into his throat 
to induce himself to vomitin order to take out ail that which he had in his 
stomach. Abu Sakar R.A took the precaution notto leave any of the Adruam 
uihis stomach, becau seit was inpossible ta take out 6 at Auraam portion of 
the food only. This is the taqwue f Abu Bakar R.A. Even if he did notvomit 
it would have been no sin. 


NOTE that the things uttered by fortune-teliers are very often 
complete untruthful fabrications and occasionally they may be correct. 
Such utterings cannot be relied upon, Hence Muslims are not allowed to 
believe these fortune-tellers, 


Rasulullah, (S.A.W) said: "When aperson buysa piece of cloth for 
ten dirhams of which one dirham is of haraam source, Allah will not 
accept his Salaah as long as this cloth remains on his body.” 
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Even though the Fard duty will be considered discharged, he willnet 
receive the full reward of Sulaah, The same applies to his other acts of 
righteousness. Weshouldtruely fear Aliah, Justunsatistactorilyand few art: 
whe Salaahs performed by most of us How is it to see even those weakly 
performed Salaahs going wasted like that? 


What answer are we going to give on tl eday of Gijaamat? How are 
we going to bear the painful punishment? 


Rasululfah (S.A.W) said: “Shave indeed commanded you of all things 
that [know of that will bring you nearer toparadise and draw you away 
Srom hell. And Ihave indeed prohibited you from everything that I know 
of that will bring you near to hell and draw you away from paradise.” 


The Rasul{S.A. W) inform sus here that he hadprohibitedus from the 
doing of such deeds that would lead us to heli andaway from paradise. He 
said: "And verily the Angel Jibree] had revealed tome that no soulshallever 
pass awayuntilithad fully taken possession of the full sustenance due to him, 
even though it maybe delayed. So fear Allahandbe moderate in your search 
for sustenance. And do not allow the delay in such sustenance to drive you 
to seek it through sinning against Allah, For verily, never is thatsustenance 
which is with Ajlah (or anythings else) attained through sin against Him.” 


Rasuluilah (S.A. W) said: “Verily out often parts of sustenance nine 
purts lie in business (trade).” This means that one should choose trade as 
a means of income, because it is a major and blessed source of income. 


Rasulullah (S,A.W) said: “fay Allah keep safely that believer who 
is a hurdworking tradesman, who cares not what clothes he wears.” 


Here mention ismade ofthe tradesman andcra ftsman who, beacuseof 
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the natureofhis work, wears soiled clothing. He does not have time nor the 
opportunity to be dressed well. However, when a person is not forced to do 
so by the nature of his work. he should at all times he simple and clean 
in his dress and appearance. 


Rasulullah (S.4.W) said. “It has not been revealed to me that I 
should amass wealth. or that Ishould be of those who are traders, On 
the contrary it has been revealed, to me to celebrate and declare the giory 
of Allah and to Praise Him.” (:¢ tosaytasbeeh) “and to be of those who 
prostrate before Alluh and to be of thosewho worship Him. So worship 
pour Allah till death overtakes you.” 


This indicates that one shoul dnot becomeover-involved it: worldly 
affairs. Itis, however, necessary to evn a living according to one’s needs. 
On the other hand. as for those who have the full measure of sawakkal, 
(reliance cn Allah), and ate able to observe all its conditions, they may cast 
aside all worldly persuita. 


It is ceportedby Sayyedana Jabir(R.A)that Rasulullah (S.A.W)said: 
“Allah's mercy be upon thatpersonwho act generously when he sells, 
generously when he buys, and generously when he reclaims a debt due 
tohim” 


Subhaanaliah! What a grand position of honour for those who are 
considerate and generous when buying, selling or seeking or reclaiming 
credit. Rasulullah (S A.W) made a special dua for them and his dua is 
accepted without doubt That isnotall. If ithad been the only consequence 
it would have been more than enough. Apart from that, the trader will of 
course also be rewarded for his generosity and consideration. 


Hence it is advisable that all traders apply this principle in their 
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business. Not only do they gain the dua of Rasulullah (S.A W) they also 
please their customers and thus see their business flourish. Customers will 
retum timeand again andoffer dua for them. Nodoubt, whena person follows 
Shariat, he enjoys almostroyalexistence, with ease and comfort. Can anyone 
be more fortunate than he who gets the blessings of both worlds, whileat the 
same time also being the beloved of all and respected by all? 


Rasulullah(S.A.W) said: “Refrainfromswearingoaths excessively 
when selling,” 


Because it is possible than one of the sworn oaths may turn out to be 
untrue and then you will be without 5arka (Blessings) and Allat’s name 
wouldhave been usedwith disrespect. However, ifit is done sometimes there 
willbe no harm. 


Some traders are fond of swearingoaths inorder that their go odsshould 
get sold. Itisnormallydonesothat clients mzy getconfidence in the goods. 
Throughsuch uncalled for acts, the goods become devoidof blessings, which 
in turn cause harm here and in the hereafter 


Rasulullah (S,A.W) said: “Indeed the trader who in bothword and 
deed is honest and trustworthy willon the day of Qiyaamah arise with the 
Prophets of Allah and the righteous elders and the martyrs.” 


In other words. he will be among the great saints of Allah, who had in 
each and every wordand deed of theirs beenmost tuth ful, and had made the 
object of their lives the obedience of Allah, They will also be among the 
martyrs of Islam who have beensaved from the fire ofhell. 


The Aadeeth states that “they will be with” those saintly people. 
Th s does not mean that they will be granted the same rank and position as 
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the saints. It denotes a special kind ofholiness like that which is nomnally 
attained through being continuously in the company of pious men. 


For example, apersoninvited a pious man to havea meal with himand 
to enter in the company ofhis disciples. It stands (@ reason that the host will 
entertain the pious person and also hisdisciplesin the same place and with 
the sane food.Of course al! will realiae th atthe rank and position of the saintly 
man mthe mind and heart of the host will not be the same as that of the 
disciples although they are seated together. However, because of being in the 
company oftheelder and because of being seated together the disciples have 


also attained this great honour 


To be in the company of Rasulullah (S.A.W) is indeed an 
exceptionally high hon our. fthere is no possibility of sitting down to eat with 
him, and even if that honour cannot now beobtained, then to be able to look 
uponhis ho y and shining countenance. is initselfa tremendous honour Even 
to bein his proximityisa great blessing.Hence all Muslims should definitely 
try to become worthy beneficieries of this sacred dua. 


Rasulutlah (S.A.W) said: "O you people who trade, verily trade is 
such a thing wnerein there is much vain talk andoaths are taken. So mix 


it with Sadagah (charity). " 


This means unnecessary talks and oaths are undesirable. Therefore 
givesadagah, sothat itisa recompense fo rthese unintentional pronouncements 
It will also remove the poll ution which may have entered the heart. 


“On the day of Qiyaamat the traders will be raised as wilful 
transgressors and sinners, except those who feared Allah and spoke 
the truth and (during their business dealings) committed no sins,” 


Nasee al Ansi relates from Rakab al Misri(R.A)that Rasulullah 
(S.A.W) said: Glad tidings to those whose eartings are halaai. 
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in the book‘ Targbeebwa Tarbecb’ thercisa long Hacdeeth in which 
Sayyedena Saad bin Abi Waqqaus R.A said: “O Rasutullah (S.A. W), make 
dya that Allah Taala makes me one of those whose prayers will always be 
answered.” 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: "OSaad, keepyour food pure and halaal 
andyou will become of those whose prayers are answered, I swear by Him 
in whose hands Muhammad ‘s (S.A. ¥) life lies, thatwhen aman casts one 
morsel of haraamfood luto his stomach, no righteous deed of his shall be 
accepted for for!y aays.” 


Miqdaad bin Maadi Karb reports that Rasutullah (S.A.W), said : "Vo 
one of you ever ate better food than that which he earned through the work 
of his kands. And verily Nabi Dawood {A.S) used to eat that which he 
earned with his hands ” 


It is stated in bn Maaja that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: "Zkere is no 
earning better than that which is earned with onz S own hands. And 
whatever ene spends on himselfand his chitdren and on his servants, ix 
for hinia deed of charity. 


Abu Huraira R.A relates that Rasul ullah (S.A. \W) said: "It is better 
for a person to carry a bundle of firewood ort his back {and sell it) tha» 
to beg of someone who may give or may refuse.” 


Sayyedina Anas R.A reports thata certain Ansari once caitte to 
Rasululiah (S$ A.W),and begged himfor something The Rasul (S.A. ¥). 
asked him; “ts there really nothing in your house?” He replied; “Yes, sire, 
there is tt hessian bag, one part of which I wear and the other part I spread 
nheniretiretosleep, andacup whichl use for drinking water.” Rasulullah 
(S.A.W), said; “Bring both tome” He brought the articles. Rasulullah 
(S.A.W),took them and exclaimed: “ Who will buy thesefrom me?" Aman 
replied: “I shatl buy them both fer onedirham,” Rasujuilah (S.A. W) asked 


20 
Fazi‘tte.Tijaarat 


twice or thrice: “Who will give me mtore?” A man finally said; “I shall buy 
them both fortwodirhams.” Thereupon Rasulullah(S.A.W) gave the goods 
to him and gavethetwo dirhams to theAnsari and said: “Buy foodwith one 
dirham and feed your family, and buy with the other an axe and bring it 


to me.” 
The Ansari brought the axe. Rasulullah (S.A W) took it and with his 


own mubarak hands f:tied a handleto it and said; "Go, cuf woodand seit 


and tet me notseeyoufor fifteen days.” Themandid ashe was told and came 
(again}after fifteendays with tendirhams. With seme of it,heboughtclothes, 


and with the other he bought food. 


Kasulullah (S.A.W), said tohim: "Thésis better for you than that you 
Shall appear on the day of Qiyaamat with a mark on your face to indicate 


that you were a begger.” 


CHAPTER TWO 
VIRTUES OF EARNING 


in this chapter wef rstofallmention verses ot the Quran which refer 
to the subjeet. In the IHYA-UL-ULOOM, Imam Ghazali (R.A) dealt at 
length with this subject inthe chapter on “Adaab (ethics) of cortect earnings 
and livelihood.” We quote briefly from there. Allah says in the Quran: 


Ayat No. 1 
“And Hehas madetheday as ameans 
of subsistence" (Surah Naba) 


Ayat No. 2 
“And iit ts We who haveptaced you 
with authority in the tand, and 
provided you there:nwith means for 
fulfilment of your life” (Surah 


A'raaf) 


Ajat No. 3 
“And there are others travelling in 
the land seeking Aliah's bounty.” 
(Surah Muzummil} 


Ayat No.4 
“And when the prayer ts finished, 
disperse intheland and seek bounty 
from Allah” (Surah Jum ah) 
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Tt is mentioned in the Haadeeth: 


No.1:  SayyedinaAnas (R.A) reportsthat Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: "Zt is 
an incumbent duty upon every Meslim to earn a halaal 
livelihood” 


No. 2: Sayyedina Abdullah bin Masood (R.A) repo ts that Rasululiah 
(S A.W) said: "To earn a halaal livelihood is contpulsory after 
the completion of other obligatory acts.” 


No.3:  SayyedinaAbu Saeed Khudri (R A)relates from Rasulullah(S.A W) 
thathe said: “Foreyery:person who earns anything halaal, which 
he either eats himself or whereby he clothes himself or clothes 
anyone else of Allah’s creation, that shall be written as adeed of 
charity ” 


Sayyedatina Aaysha (RA) reports that Rasulullah (S.A,W), said: 
"Whosoever ittthe evening is exhausted through his work, has allhissins 
forgiven by that evening.” 


TAWAKKAL 


In all these Ayaat and Ahaadeeth we read about the great virtue of 
eaming a tiving with one’s own hands. On the other hand there are many 
more Ahaadeeth regarding fav atkal (reliance on Allah). The Quran, Hadeeth 
andthe words ofthe saints of Islam are fullof the virtues of putting complete 
faith in Aliah as the provider. Imaam Ghazali (R.A), said that from amongst 
the ranks ofdeen the rank of tawakkal is a very high one. It is the rank of 
those who have attained neamess to Allah, but to undegstand itis noteasy, 
and toactupon it is even more difficult. Even toenumerate all the Ayaat 
and Ahaadeeth pertaining to this is difficult. [shall mention just a few 
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Ayat No. 1. 


‘And trust in Allah if indeed you are 
believers”, 


Apat No. % 
“And in Altah let them put their trust" 
Ayat No, 3 


“And whosoever trusts in Allah, for hint 
Allahwill be sufficient " 


Ayat No. 4 


"Andverily Allah loves those who trust 
in Him" 


Note : For whomsoever Allah becomes the sufficient One and for 
whosoever He becomes al over or Protector, that person becomes successfitl 


because alovernever punishes the beloved, ne ithercasts him aside, nordees 
He deny His countenance to the lover. 


Ayat No, t 
“Does Aliahnot suffice for his bondsman ™ 
Ayat No.2 


“And whosoever relies on Aliah then swwety Allah i the Anyhty, the Wise ” 


Ayat No. 3 


"Those whom you call upon besides Allah, are mere bondsmen tike 
yourselves” 
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Ayat No. 4 


“Verily those whom you call upon besides Allah, are not masters of your 
sustenance Search for your sustenance from Allah and worship Him" 


Ayat Na. § 


“And to Allah belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth but the 
frypocrites do not understand ” 


Ayat No. 6 


“He controis the affairs There is none to intercede except with His 


permission " 


Other than these verses of the Holy Quran, many Ahaadeeth also 
swess the importance of fawakkal. 


No. i.lhn Abbas (R A) repor:s: “Once theNabi(S.A.W) came out of 
his house and said “The previous wtzmats were shown to me,and } sawthat 
with some prophets there was only one believer. With some, there were two 
followers. With some, there was a congregation, and with sume, were no 
followers at all. Then I saw a huge cengregation ofso many followers 
that they almost covered the horizon. I desired from Allah that such would 
be my uwmmat, but to me was said: “This is Nabi Moosa (A S) with his 
ummat” Thent wastold“I.if{ up youreyes.” And whenI looked ahead, {saw 
avery large multitude of people as much astocover thehorizons. Then was 
told: “Look to those on this side andto thoseon that side * Again Isaw such 
a largecrowd which encompassed the horizon. Then was said: “This jy your 
ummat and ahead of them, there are seventythousand more who will enter 
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paradise without being called toaccount. They are the ones who do not have 
fortunes told, neither do they practice Jstirga (a type of witchcraft) ncr do 
they brand their bodies as a treatment, and on their Sustainer alone do they 
tely.”Sayyedina Ukaashabin Muhsin (R. A), onbearing this rose up and said: 
“Pray to Allah to make me one of them.” Then another person said; “Pray to 
Allah to make me also of them.” 


Rasulullah (S.4 W) saidthat "Ukaashe has beaten you to it.” What 
he meant was that Ukaasha hadtherealand sincere desire, whereas the other 
becameinterestedonly whenheheard Ukaasha’s plea. This is likethose who 
wish to be initiated into an order of /areegar at the hands of a shaikh 
(Murshid). The one comes along with a sincere desireand longingto become 
a Mureed On seeing this many others get filled with fervcur and also join. 


No. 2.Ina long Hadeeth Qudsi we read: “Allahsay*: ‘i swear by My 
Honour. My Majesty, My Exaltedness, My Magnificence, My Elevated 
Position, whenever aservantof Mine places My pleasure before his desires, 
I shall keep his deathin frontofhis eyes (so that heshall never he neglectful] 
thereof) and willcause the heavens and the earth tobe the guarantor of his 
sustenance, and i shall be Sohind every business deal he may make with 
any merchant (that he profits thereby).” 


No. 3, Sayyedina Umar (It A) reports that Rasulullah (S.A W) said: 
“If you people should put your sawakkul (reliance) in Ajlah as you should, 
He will grant you sustenance in the same manner as He grants the birds who 
go outin the morning with empty belliesandreturn intheevening with bellies 
full of foed.” 


Ne. 4, Abu Zar (R.A) reposts that Rasulullah (S.A. W) said: ‘I know 
one verse inthe Quran which wil] suffice for the people’s needs? fthey should 
accept and actaccordingly: “And whosoever fears Allah, for him shal} Allah 
grant sustenance from unexpectedsourcrs.” 
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No. §. Sayyedina Anas (R.A) reports, saying: “There were two 
brothers during the time of Rasululfah (S.A.W) One of them regularly 
vamcto visitNabi(S.A.W),(toleam), while the other usedtowork One day 
the working brother complained to theNabi (S.A.W) abouthis brotter (who 
did rot work), Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: “You complain to me about 
his not doinganything but perhaps you are recei vingyour sustenance () izq) 


because of him.” 


At Gangoh, there used tobca certain Munshi Muhammad Hussain 
Faizabadi, who managed abookshop formy father His job was toattend to 
clients’ orders, prepare parcels and attend to posting My uncle, Maulana 
i{uhammad Ilyaas(May Allahhave mercy on him), used to bealmostalways 


in fbaadith, 


He would either be busy with voluntary prayers or recitation of the 
@uran or someother deed. One day Munshi Saheb gotannoyed withmy uncle, 
and harshly scolded him: “Why don’t you come and takean interest in the 
bookshop? You pass the whole day unproductively,” 


When myfather cametoh car ofthis, he catled and reprimanded him 
for his outburst. And finally he said: “Munshi Saheb, I sincerely believe 
that whatever Allah has given me of fed and drink is because of the presence 
of this (rightwous) man. Do not scold him at all.” 


The story isquitealong one. only remember it now when mentioned 
the previous Hadeeth and becauseitis of the sametheme, I thought that it 
had to be mentioned in abridged form. 


No. 6. Abu Hurairah (R A) repored that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: 
Your lord, Most High Says: 
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“If my servants obey me, Ishallsend raindrops upon them by night 
andshall‘etthe sun shinecome upon them by dayand they shallnoteven bear 
tie sounds of thunder coming from clouds. 


Sayyedina Ali Khawas (R.A) used to recite this verse: 


“Andput y ourtrust inthe Everliving One, who diesnot” Then he used 


to say: “After reading this verse, it is not at all advisiable for any one to put 
his trust in anyone else.” 


Some Llama have been informed through visions that: “Whosoever 
puts his trust in A lah, has indeed arranged for this sustenance.” 


Others again have said: “Do not allow the struggle fer(sustenance, 
which Allah has guaranteed, to cause you to become negligent of your 
compulsory duties, that you disregard your future in the hereafter No 
amount of striving will increase your rizg even a little. It 1s foolish to doso 
because you will only be able to gather so muchas is predestined for you.” 


Sayyedina Ibrahim bin Adhamsaid: “I have inquitedfrom a holy man: 
“From where comes the food you eat?” He replied: “1 do not know, ask my 
Sustainer to tell you from where He feeds me.” 


Haram bim Hayaan asked Sayyedina Uwais Qarni (R.A}: "What du 
you adviseme? Where skalll settle down.” He Pointed towards Syria, Haram 
asked again: “On what shall t live there?” 


Says edina Uwais (R.A}said: Woe to the heart in whichthere s doubt. 
Of what benefit will preaching and advice be (to those with douorfu! 
hearts)?” (HHYA) 
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‘there are alsoa few stories from my previous book “VERTUES OF 
HAJ”. Here are a few of them. 


STORY NO. ! 


Another saint says:” A young man lived near where [ resided in 
Makkah. He was always dressed in tattered clothing. He never camete visit 
usor meetus Yet] grewto love him very much. [t sohappened that, from 
a hataal source, } received two hundred dirhams. This { tock to him and 
placed on his prayer mat and said to him: “From a completely legitimate 
source | received this. | beg you to use it for your needs.” 


Looking at me sidewayshesaid: “Inorderto be ut Alfah’s presence, 
i have forsaken seventy thousand dinars which I had gathered and also that 
much in property whict was rented out Do you now desire to tempt me or 
deceive me with these dirhams?” 


Then sweeping his musafieh with hishands, he stood up straight and 
walked away withanairofsuch independence asi had never yet seen in my 


life. And as! picked up my dirhams, [ felt so humiliated as [ had never felt 


before in my life (ROWDH) 


STORY NO. 2 


It was ahabit of Shaich tbrahim Khawas (R.A) that whenever he 
proceeded ona journey he would just take a water-can with him and not tell 
anybody. Hamid Aswad (R.A) relate s: “While was inthe mosque once, the 
Sheikh agam Just took his watercan and walked off”, | followed him. At 
Qadisiyyaheaskedme“To whichdestinationdoyouintendgoing O Hamid?" 
i repfied: “Sir, only intend tobe your compantonon a joumey.” He said: “1 
am going to Makkah.” I said: “I shali accompany you till there.” We 
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proceeded. After having travelledfarthrcedzys, another youth joined us. He 
was with us fora whole day and night withoutperferming one sateah.” The 
Saikh aske d: “How is it that thisthird person with us doesnot performeven 
one safaah?” The Shaikh asked him: “Why is it that yow do not perforin 
salaah?” He replied: “Salaah is not incumbent upon me.” Shaikh asked: 
“And why not? Are you nota Muslim?” He replied: “No, [ain acristian. but 
even in my religion | rely on Allah.” My heart toldme that he was tellingthe 
truth andI wanted to leave him alone in the desert where there was nothing 
except Allah. I wanted to test him. 


The Shaikh saidtome: “Do nottum himaway. Lethim walk with you.” 
We continue don our way until we came toa place called Batn Mard. There 
the Shaikh washed his clothes and turned to theyoung man, saying: “What 
is your name?” He replied: “My name is Abdul Maseeh.” Shaikh said: “® 
Abdul Maseeh. here we stand now at the border of the Holy Haram near 
Makkah. Allah has forbiddenpolytheists fromproceeding beyond this point. 


The @uran says: “The mushrikeen are impure, soalliow them not near the 
Baly Mosjue,” 


“You desired to test your self and your test is overand you know the 


answer, Do notenter beyond this point of Makkah, otherwise we shall have 
to object to Your presence.” 


We left him there and depar:ed for Makkah. When we stopped at 
Acafat, we had the suprise of our lifewhen we saw him once more seat ching 


the {‘zees of people. When he saw us he was overcome with joy and he 
embraeed the Shatkh who said to him: 


“© Abdul Maseeh, tellusyour story, He replied: “Do notcall meAhdul 
Maseeh (slave of the Massiah) but] am the slave and bondsman of Him 
who had sentthe Massiah. When you left me, | waited the reand when another 
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groupof pilgrimsartived, { put onzkraam clothes pretendingto be aMuslim, 
but when [ saw the Ka’bah, all other religions fled from my heart and Isiam 
aloneentered. 3 washed myselfand embraced {slam. From this morning {have 
been searching for you, and now J have found you.” 


Thereafter we three travelled together and stayed tugether until he 
passed away among the Si!fis and as one of them. (ROWDA) 


The above story is quoted in my autobiography from Maulana 
Thanwi’sMALFCOZAAT Husnul Azee2. Now comes the questien: 


How is it that with non-believers something like that happens? The 
answer is that thedvaofnon believers canbe accepted and is answeied. That 
we ull accept. Similarly their trust in Allah can also beeffective. tioth duc 
and trust in Allah by them can be beneficial. In fact, sometimes the praycis 
of tion believers are answered to such anextenttowhieh Muslims’ dras 
ure not answered. Look at the dua of Ihlees whet he prayed. 


“Lord grant me respite till the day they are raised.” 

It is to be noted that Rasulullah (S.A. W) saicf that Allah says: 

“Lam as My servants imagine Mc to he.” In otlict words whatever 
geed thoughts a person may harbour within him regardiny Allah. so Allah 
Shall be with him. 


STORY NO. 3 


Shaikh Bannan(R.A), says:“! came for Ha} from Egypt. With me | had 
sufficient provisions. Along the wayl metalady who said to me; ‘O Banaan, 
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it seems that you arealsoa perter — Aummaal — car1ying geods. Do you 
perhaps fearthat Allah shal] not provide you with sustenance?”, Hearing her 
say this, } thre w my provisions away. Then forthree days | could f.nd nothing 
to eat. Thereafter. all | found lying on the ground was an oinament which 
ladies use as jewelry on their feet I pickedit up with the intention of giving 
t back to the rightful owner ifand whenl find him or her Possibly he may 
then reward me, 


Again the lady came up to me and said: ‘ It seems youh re set forth 
as amerchanthopingthat in return for the omamentyou wil berewarded with 
something.” Then she threw some dirhams in my direction, saying: “Use that 
for spend ing.” 


Tused the money and the money was sufficient for the entire Hay 
joumey and return to Egypt. Says the poet: 


"Many are the strong ones, 
Shrewed in their trades, 

And intelligent, 
Yetsustenance avoids them. 
And many are the weak ones, 
weak in their trades, 

Yet as the waters of the sea, 
Rizq flows to themt. 


This indeed shows that, 
with his creatures Ailah hasa pian, 


Secret in nature, 
Not divufged to men”. 
{ROWDR) 
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ST@RY NO. 4 


Astory is told ab outa cerain H’alee who set outona journey toper fom 
Haj. He travelled with a caravan without any relatives as companions, and 
made this promise to himself that never would he beg for anything ftom 
anyone The timecame whethe had nothingto eat and he became so weak 
in body that a thought passed through his mind, “Now I have reached the 
stage of anxiety. 1 am about to perish and Allah has forbidden that anyone 
should perish at his own hands or destroy himself Hence 1am now forced 
toreluctantly beg * Butthenhe drovethis thought from his mind and renewed 
his promisc tohimself notto beg and not to break his original agreemez:t, even 
unto death. 


Because he was so weak, he stayed behind while therest of thecaravan 
proceeded onward. There he waited for death to overtake him, lying with his 
face towards the Gi6lah Someone on horseback approached him and from 
a sug of water gave him a drink, and further provided his needs. Then the 
stranger asked: “Do you wish to rejoin your caravan?” He replied: “i do net 
knowhow far ahead of me they will be; how shall | find them now?” The 
stranger said: “Comz, rise and follow me.” They lett and atter walking fora 
shot t while the stran ger said to him; “Wait here, the caravan witlsoon arrive 
tomeet youhere.” He waitedthere and soon the caravan caught up withhim. 

(ROWDH) 


Hazrat Abdul Wahid bin Zaidis one of theeminent elders from ama g 
Chishtiya Orderofsaints Hesays: “Oncewe undertook a voyage by ship. 
A very strong hurricaearose and drove our ship aground on an island. 
There we found a man worshipping an idol. We asked him:”What is this 
that you worship?’ 


He pointed to theidol. 
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We asked: 


He asked : 


We asked: 


He asked: 


We replied: 


Then he asked: 


We replied: 


He asked: 
We replied: 


He said: 


“fHiow is itthat youworshipagodmade by your own ha nds?* 
As forus, we worshipa God who creates: surely that which 
you made with your own hands isnot fit to be worshipped. 
“What do you worship?” 

“We worshipthatbeingwhose Throne is above the heavens. 
His power extends over the earth and His Majesty and 
Greatness reigns above everything else.” 

“How did you come to know of this Being?” 

“He sent his Messenger to us, a Messenger, who isa man of 


honesty, integrity andnobility. He taught us everything that 
we know of our Creator ” 


“And where is that Messenger now?” 

“Havingconveyed themessage from his Lord, Allahcalled 
him unto Himself so that He may reward him fully for 
havingdiligently delivered the message.” 

“Did this Messenger leave any sign of himself with you?’ 


“Yes, he left the Holy Word of Allah with us.” 


“Kindly, show me that Book.” 


Thereupon, we broughta copyofthe Holy Quran and showed it tuhim. 


He said to be excused, saying that he couldnot read: “Please read it for 


me 
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We recited acerlain Surah tohim andas he listened, the effect upon 
him was such that the tears came streaming to his eyes. 


Then heexclaimed: “‘Itisrightlydue tothatHolyB eing Who is the auth or 
ofthis Holy Wordthat He should be worshipped, And 
that He should not be sinned against.” 


He immediately embraced Islam. We taught him some of the basic 
teachings oflslamand same Surahs ofthe Holy Quran. Th at evening after the 
Isha prayers he inquired: “Does your Creator sleep by night?” 


Werepli ed: ‘No, He isthe! iving, the Self subsisting Eternal @ne. Neither 
sleep nor slumber overtakes Him.” 


Theu hesaid; “What wretch ed anes you areindeed that your LordisEver 
awake while yau sleep by night!” 


This uttcringofh is fil led us with wonder and amazement. Later when 
it became timeforusto depart {ro nihnt island, hebegged us to takehim with 
us sa that he may learn more from us. We took him with us. 

When we reached Abadan! told ns'companians:“This manis anewly 
conver ted Muslim. ftis our duty to mskcsumearrangementforh is maintenance 
and expenses,” 

Therefare we collected same money and gave it to him. 

He asked: ‘What is this?” 


Wesaid: “These arc only a lew coins. Use it fer yourself 


He exclaimed in surprise: “LA ZAHA LL LALLAH!" 
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How is itthat you people teach me apath whichyauyourself do 
not follow71 used to five ona desolate island, worshipping an idol, 
ever worshipping the True God, and He did nat neglect to supply 
all my needs. { didnoteven know Him. Yet He never allowed me 


to perish. How will He now allow me to perish, now when I do 
worship Hit?’ 


{t was only three days later that we heard that he was an his death- 


bed. [ went there and satdownby his bedside andasked ifthere was anythtng 
that [could do for him. he replied: 


“No. alliny necds have been fulfilled by Allah Who senty ou to that 
island with guidance.” 


Shaikh Abdul Wahid continues: “While sitting there, | suddenly fell 
asleep And inadrearm | sawa wouderful green guiden. Init wasa beautifully 


constructed canopy, under which was sitting such a pe mtiful maiden as no 
one hadever 


She exclalmed: “for the sake of Allah. haSien him to ne for lam 
besides ysell with longing aad} camming Karhim.” 


When [| awake. he had alseady passed nway. We picpared his body 
for burial andburicd him. That evening lagain saw him in adream, sitting 
in thatsame garden with that some beautifulmaidenbesideshiny Sherecited 
this verse: 


"And the sngels cater unto their ahede front every door (seyinfi: 
“Saluam upon vou for the patience exercised (in all calamities). ” 


How great the mercy of Allali! Here is aman who throughout his life 
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had been involved in idol worship. Then Allah sent a storm to force these 
people to be stranded on the island. Allah sent them there near the idol- 
worshipper’s final hour. Now he receives the great treasure of dian and 
acquires the luxuries of the hereafter. 


“© Allah none canever with-hotd from him to whom You gi ve and no 
one can give to him from whom You with-hold.” 


STORY NO. 5 


Sayyedina Zoon Noon Misry isan eminent saint. He relates: “@nce | 
was going through a certain uninhabited place when | saw a young man, 
so young that on his fice there were twolines wherehis beard was just 
starting to emerge. Ashe sawme he secamefrightened, started to tremble 
and his face turned pale. He started to flee. I shouted to him: 


“Don’t ran away, am only a man like you. Ian not a7: Why do you 
fear me and flec?” He replied: “It is frem you human beings that | flee.” He 
ran further.| went afterhim and begged him tostop. Whenhe stopped, L asked 
him: “It seems to metliat you are alone fn thisdesolate place. Have youno 
companions with you? Have youno fear?” 


“I have with me one who fills my heart with joy.” 
Hearing this } thought thathe had a friend with him. 
| asked where the friend was. 


He replicd: 


“He is with meat all times. He is on my right and on 


He answered: 
my teft, in frunt of me and behind me. He is on all 


sides.” 
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1 realized thathe referred to Allah, 
asked: “Have you with you anythmg to eat or drink?” 
He replied: “He whofed mewhilelwas inthe wombofmy mother 


hasalso taken it upon Himselfto be the warrantor of 


my rizg in my older age.” 


I again asked: “But surely you must be having something to eat, 
through which you can gaiz strength for spending 
night hours in prayer, and through which you get 
strength to spend the day fasting and through which 
you can get strength in your body for the ivadah of 


ASlah in a proper manner.” 


He saw that | hadputso much stresson eating and drinking, hence 


he recited a few lines of poetry: 


“For the friendof Allah no house ts required, 

Nor does he tolerate the possession of wealth. 

When from the plains he moves to mountains beyond, 

The pains doth weep for the love of him. 

For his prayers by night and his fasting by day, 

A great depth of patience he has. 

To his nays he doth speak: As much of the ordeals youcan bear, 
With patience do bear, for no sacrifice is too great for AJ Rahman, 
And instead of a burden, a prideit should be. 

When to his Lord he speaks, with eyes shedding tears: 

“Lord my heart doth f.y, so take Thee care thereof 

Neither the highest paradise, nor its fragrant flowers, 

All I do beg is Thy loving Countenance and Thy grace. 

Such indeed is the geatest prize.” 
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ST@RY NO. 6 


Sayyedina Khawas says: “Once while walking along in a very 
desolate place, ! mets Christian monkon whose waist was tied asacred belt. 
(This was worn b¥ non-believers asa symbol}. He hegyed of me tc be my 
companion (as was ac ustom of the day that the non-muslim /edz-s often Itved 
in the company of saintly Muslims). [ allowed himto accompany me and 
for seven says we walked together. beth of us neither eating nor drinking 
anything. 


On the seventh day, he said tome: “@h followerofMuhammed (S.A. W), 
show me some miracle Several days have passed and we have had nothing 
to eat” Eprayed to Aliah. 


“Qh Allahdonotallow me to become humiliated in the presence ofthis 
unbe iever!” 


immediatly thereafter, a large tray appeared in front of us on which 
were placed bread, roasted meat, fresh dates and ajug of water. We bothate 
and drankand walked fu ther for auother seven days. @n the seventh day, 
| tearedthathe wouldagain seeka miracle from mcandinstead j said tohim. 
“Now it 1s your turn to show something ” 


He leaned on his walking stick and started to pray. And this time two 
trays were found on the gt ound and this time there Were twice the 2zmount of 
things as before. | was ashamed andastounded and my face becamepale, and 
because ofthis, § dec] incdto sit down to eat. My Christian companion insisted 
that | eat with him. but] continued te excuse myself 


Then he said: “Eat tort shail give vouthe good news of two important 
things; the first of which is: "AshAady alia Ueaha lialiaak wa Ash hade 
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Anna Muhammadar Rasalullah." (lbear witness that there is no God 
except Allah, and | bear witness that Muhammed (S.A.W) is Messenger 


of Allah). “I! have accepted Islam”, saying this, he broke the belt and threw 
itaway, 


“The second good news is this, the food which is here was because | 
prayed thus: 


“Oh Allahif this follower of Muhammad (S.A. W)has any position of 
honour with You, then because of him. give me food. Andthis is how this 
feod was given. And because ofthis 1 have embraced Islam.” Thereafter, 
we bothcommencedeating aid set forth. At last we reached Makkah. We 


performed Haj. After Haj, he preferred to remain in Makkah. There he passed 
away. May Allah forgive him!” 


There are so many stories inhistory of how unbelievers have accepted 
Isiam in similar manner Thestory also indicates that Allah very often grants 
sustenance to some people because of others. Those who receive may even 
in their own foolish minds believethatthey are being granted such sustena nce 
through theirown great works, or their own hard work, In the Hadeeth it is 


repeatedly mentioned how we receive sustenance because of the presence 
of the weak and elderly ones among us. 


The story also shows that Allah grants miracles to some Unbelievers 
because of Muslims, which outwardly may appear as if it is the miracle 


petformedty the Lnbelicver. In fact it only happens because ofthe presence 
ofa Muslim. 


We have mentioned sore verses, Hadeeth and stories depicting the 
vittues of the trust in Allah. Apart trom these. there are many o*er stories 
of the lives of the saints and true tovers of Allah. Wehave a histery of 1460 
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years. How many other wonder ful events like the above are not happening 
to the sincere ones day after day, year after year? 


If weare goingto putpen to paper, where are wegoing to stop andhow 
far will we go? 


However, there are three points worthy to remember inthis regard: First 
ofallitshould be borne in mind that these events belong to the mystic fife of 
love for Allah and trust in Him, which inturn do not follow the normal laws 
andregulations. 


As faras mystic leve is concemed. itis not subjectto general rules and 
special principles. Neither can it be learned through study, reading and] 
writing. This love has to be created in himself by the novice. 


“Leve rself will teach the laws of Jove.” 


Our duty is but to jump into the ocean of love by intense strivings 
and hard work. Thereafter every task becomes easy and every ordeal i 
ecstacy. 


Evety ordeal that isatere mendous ordeal or the cause of destructio 
for the ordinary man, is for the swimmers in the ocean of love, easy an 
pleasurable ecstacy. And the result thereof is beyond description. Says th 


poet” 


“To stand on the shore 

And discuss the virtues of sv imming 

This ocean, is useless indeed. 

Sut to immerse therein, @ heart, causes you 
To reach the other shore ” 


Virtues of Earmngs 41 


So read these ston es with this point inmind, andtry to colour yourself 
with the colour of those who arein ix, And until such time that you have 
created within yourself that love, never try to put forward these stories to 
prove your point and try not tohelievethat the same ruleappliestoall. And 
nether should wé raise objections to these stories, because the y happenata 
time whenthrough intense ecstacy, themindis overwhelmed and reason 
functions no more. 


Imam Ghazali says: “Whosoever has drunk from thecup of love. 
becomes smitier with love and when this state prevails, ‘here should bea 
measure oftolcrance iegardinghis ut:erances. When the intoxication passes 
over, itwi ll be seen that whatever had been said while having beenoverwhelmed, 
has been said in a condition of spiritual ecstacy and has not been thetmuth 
of the mater. Whereas from the words of the lover (Mystics), ecstacy is 
derived. one cannot defend thereupon or attach non Mystic importance 
thereto,” (LHY 4) 


The second peint isthis: In these stories such examples of tawakhal 
(reliance) are mentioned asare beyond 115 and even beyond our understanding. 
These storiesdepict the height of ecstaticloveand the extreme forms, which 
no doubt are very much appoved ofby Allah. 


All ofus should strive to reach that stage orat leastto have the desire 
fer it. However, until suchtime that this extreme pointoftawakkal is reached 
one should never stop making use of the physical means toward sour sustenance. 


@ne saint said: Lonce asked Sayyedina Abdur Rahman bin Yahya: 
“What is sewakkal?*He replied: “It means that if you put your hand inthe 
mouth of a huge snake and if it eats the handup tothe wrist, then still you 
should fearnone but Allah.” Thereafter 1 went to ask Sayyedina Bayazid. | 
walk ed to his house. { knocked on the dour and from inside came his reply, 
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(without me hav ingasked him): “Did the reply of Abdur Rahman not satisfy 
you that you have come to me toask the same?” 


] begged: “Please open the door.” 


He answered: “Butthis timeyoudidnotcome tovisit me. You have 
come toask me something for which you have already received an answer” 


He did not open the deor, A year latez, | again visited him. When I 
knocked en his door heimmediately opened the door and said: “Yes, this time 
you havecome to visit me.” (ROWDH) 


Mulla Ali @ari wrote inthecommentatly on Aishkat: “It is notagainst 
the concept of fawakkal to also prepare means of sustenance and if a 
persononly relies on Allah without any preparation ofmeans, then too there 
is no harm, on the condition that the person remains steadfast and sure. He 
should not become worried and troubled when time s become difficultand he 
should depend only on Allah and neither should tle reliance on anyone else 
enter the mind.” 


Those who criticised the casting aside of preparation or the making 
of prevision, do so simply because of the fact that fewmen are able to rely 
on Allahin proper manner and do soefficiently. They in fact often become 
a burden on others, depending on others to feed them. 


Rasuluilah (S.A W) said: “If you people shou!d put your faith and 
trustin Allahasyoushould, He will grant you sustenance in the same manner 
as hegrants it to the birds who set forth from their nest in the morming with 
empty bellies, and retcun at night filled with foed.” 


Rasulullah (S.A. W) also said: “Whosoever tums to Allah fuily, for 
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him Allah will fulfillall his needs in such a manner that sustenance witl 
reach him from sources from where he never expected.” 


The truth of this canalso be seen from twostories mentioned in th? 
Hadeeth. 


The story of Sayyedina Abu Bakar is quite well known. When 
Rasulullah (S.A. W) had gathered provisions for the Battle of Taboek, Abu 
Bakar (R A) brought forth all that he had at home to present to Rasulullah 
(S.A.W), who inquired ofhim: “And what have youleft for your family?” He 
replied: “Allah and His Rasul (S.A.W)” 


The second episode concerns a man who brought forth a piece of gold, 
the size ofanegg saying: “@ Rasulullah(S.A.W) I have found this inamine 
and! now give it inthe path of Allah. Ihave nothing except this.” Rasulullah 
(S.A.W) turned away ftom him. The man presented the gold nugget thiee 
times, whereupon Rasulullah(S. A. W )took the gold nugget and threw it away 
in displeasure w th sucha force thathad it struck him itwouldhave injured 
him. Then he said: “There are some people who give all their possessions 
in charity. Then they go about stretching their hands to others for alms.” 


How can this person’ sfawakkal be the sameasthat of SayyedinaAbu 
Bakar? This is the sole reason why Rasulullah (S.A.W) accepted everything 
given by Abu Bakar and became displeased when the other tried to do the 
same 


In the matter of the adoption of means and sole reliance, many 
Ahaadeeth and incidents have been compiled. |maam Ghazali wrote that in 
tawakkal there are three stages: 


First of all there is the firststage for which we may take asanexample 
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the man who lands before a court of Law. He appoints aclever cxperienced 
lawyer or advocate to appear onhis behalf. All questions put to the accused 
arereferredtothelawyer for answers. A man who issodependent on another 
as this man obviouslyis, is not actingina very commendable way. his kind 
of tawakkal is acquired and of a passing nature. 


The second stage of ¢awakkal is of ahigher degree and it may be 
compared toan infant child. Foreach and every oneofhis needs the child calls 
his mother, When anything appears before him which causes fear. ;orry er 
sulprise, the first thing that comes to his mouthis “Mamma”. 


[t was to these two persons that Sayyedina Sah! referred when he 
teplied in answer tc a question as to what is the description of minimum 
tawakkul He repiied: “lt means to terminate al] expectations (of help) 
from anywhere.” And whenhe was asked: “And what is the middle stage 
thereof?” he replied: “To forgo anychoice (of assistance that maycome)”. 


And when the questionerasked again:”And what is the highest stage 
thereof?”, he replied: “That will onlybe understood bythat person whohad 
passed the second stage.” 


Imam Ghazalisaysfurther:” The third andhighest stage ‘s that where 
you become in the hands of Allah just like adead corpsein the hands of the 
person who washes it in preparation for burial. The corpse makes not one 
singlemoyement ofits own accord. When one reaches this stagethtreis even 
noneedto make da toAllah askingfor avything Allah himself becomes 
the Guarantorand Providerofall one’s needsi nthe same way as the washer 
himselfis responsible for all the needs of the corpse. (HHYA) 


Now, the question may be asked : Howisit thatthe Nabi (S.A.W) 
always used to prepare provisionsfor hisneeds. Does this then necessarily 
mean that he never reached the highest stage of tawakkal? (God F orbid )! 
Tt was most definitely not so. The fact that R asul ul lah (S.A.W) always made 
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provision for his coming needsis true. His wasa special case, which he 
himself chose for himself. He hadto be an example forthe vast majority of 
the Ummar and had heaccepted for himself the highest stage of tawakkal 
it, would havemeant that his Ummar would have been landed in extreme 
difficulty in trying to emulate or follow him. This they would have been 
unable tocarry out. He had greatsympathy and feeling for this U’mmat and 
as such he never close fer them any such path that would cause them 
difficulty. 


Sayyedah Ayesha reporis: “Rasulullah (S.A.W) did not perform 
salaatul Buha, but! do.” No doubt, Rasulullah(S. A W) in spite ofhavingthe 
desire to performcertain meritorious deed s, refrained from perform ingthem 
diligently, and with such regularity forthe sole reason that he feared those 
deeds may be made compulsory upon the Ummat, It does not mean that 
Rasululs ah didnot perform this salaahatall, because it is’nentioned inmany 
Hadeeth that he did. ifhe did perform it regularly, it would have been waajib 
apon the Ummat (Abu Dawood) 


Similar is the case of Taraweeh salaah. According to numerous 
Hadeeth Rasulullah(S.A.W) used © perform it ona few nights and then on 
other nightshe did not The Sakabawere so keen to follow him inthis salaak 
that they waited and when he did appear frum his tent in the mosque, they 
surmised that he had fallen asleep. Hence they started such movements and 
noises, thathe should wake up without specifieally calling him from sleep. 
Then he came ferth and said: “[ have seen your actions. But indeed have | 
tot been negligent and aslcep this night Nothing preventcd me from coming 
forth tn you, except the fear that this salaakh may become obligatory upon 
you. And ifitdid become obligatory, you would nothave beenableto bearic.” 


The author of ROWDH writes: “There is for the Prophets and the 
saints the opportunity of choosinge itherthe path ofwarding offthe difficult 
and the hay m ful or the path of accepting the easy and beneficial. Therefore 
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there should be no objections against those Avw/sa who had not chesen 
the path of warding off harmfiulness and had not chosen to provide fer 
themselves. This is so because Rasulullah(S A, W)had been loaded with the 
task of causing people to follow the Shartat. In doing so, he 
sympathetically chose for them that path which can with ease be followed 
by both the chosen ones as well the weaker ones. It stands to reason that 
whena caravan-driver chooses for the caravan sucha difficult and arduous 
path, which he himself isable totread, butis unbearable for the majority of 
lis flock. he would not be considered to be a wise and considerate leader ” 


The third point that one would bearin mind is also connected with 
the first one mentioned: often we cast ourselves into such situations where 
it would appearoutwardly as if one is casting oneself into self-destruction. 
Outwardly this would appear to ve an unpermissible act in the eves of 
Shariat The incidents of the saints which were quoted seem like that. Now 
m this regard, itshould be remembered that these episodesarelike medication. 
Weknowthereare occasiens when trained physicians even prescribe poisonous 
medicines. In such cases it is of the utmost importance that the medicie 
should be admmisteredon the specific advice ot thedoctorand accordmeto 
his Prescribed dosage and taken under his care. When such dangerous 
medicmes are used withouthis permissionandnot:mderhis care, death could 
be the result. 


Now, if we should criticise the saints (for having done as inthese 
episodes) it would onlypointat our own ignorance. Hence those who arenot 
dectorsthemsel ves, and possessno medicaltrsining and are not strengthened 
with the advice and prescriptions of trained doctors, should under no 
circumstances make use of these measures, which outwardly appearto be 
anti-shariat it 1s m fact not permissible for them. And similarly itis not 
permissible for them tohasten towards criticism against the Imams of the 
mystic lifeand agamstthose who practically studied and obtainedknowledge 
of this way of life. 
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A common objection whichis often raisedis this that a person should 
not cast himselfinto destruction. But let this be clearly understood that it is 
not always illegal to cast oneself into sucha situation wherein there is the 
possibility of losing one’s life. Rasulullah (S.A W) said: “Allah expresses 
pleasan: surprise and wonder at two persons: the first is that who reclines 
with nis beloved wifeunder the same covering blanket, andwithwillingness 
he rises fiom there to stand in prayer before his Lord. Allah boasts of him 
tothe Angels. The second is thatperson whojoins anarmy in bat: le. The army 
is defeatedandt he soldiers beginto flee , but this person, outoffear for Allah, 
returns to the batile-field and stands firm, remaining fighting alone tillhe is 
maityred. Allahsays: “Look athim, my servant; he has returned witha desire 
for my bounty and in fear of my displeasure, fighting till his blood isshed” 


This man alone returned to the bat‘le-field to fight and it could only 
mean that he returned tobe killed. Whenthe whole army had fled, what could 
one man achieve against a whole army of the enemy? So, in spite of having 
givenhimselfup for destruction, Allah boasts of him, Thisclearly shows that 
destruction of oneself is not always a blameworthy thing. 


in the book KOWKAB (Vol 111 p. 78) we read; “‘Tawakkal is of 
various kinds. One is that which is against the law of Shar:at. Forexample, 
the drinking of poison or the jumping off froma highmountain or refraining 
from all foodand drink, none has thestrength to withstandthese. These deeds 


are haraam and against the word of Allah: “Do not cast yourselves into 
destruction.” 


A second form of tawakkat is like thatofa sick person, who refuses 
to take any medicine andrather puts his trust insawakkal The third form 
is to refrain from such remedial measures the benefit ofwhichisnotcertain 
as for example the use of incantations for cures.” 


Further in the same book inconnection with the famous Hadeeth: “Tie 
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your camel and thendependon Allah”, the author states:“From this itwould 
appear that the best form of fawaseka/is that where a person makes proper 
provisions, taking properprecautionary measures, but still doesnot trust 
therein completely. Then comes that where no provision is made at all.” 


SHAH WALIULLAH writesinhis book, DURR-FHAMEEN: lonce 
asked R asulutlah (S.A. W) a question as to which is more virtuous; to make 
provisions for the needs or not todoso Thereupon, {founda strange spiritual 
feeling taking possession ofmyheatt, wherein! discovered my self growing 
completely indifferent to provisions, and my children etc. Thereafter this 
feeling was displaced by another feeling where I feltdrawn nearer towards 
provisions while my svul moved away from worldly needs and inclined 
towards delivering all into the Hands of Allah.” 


AmongourEldersof the Ulama of Deoband, there have beenadherents 
of both views One type was that of the adherents of the Raipuri school, 
named after Hazrat Maulana Abdul @adir Raipuri. These were those who, 
fiombeginning to end, never depended upon worldly agencies and provisions. 
The rest werethoge where initially provisions playedarole, whereas later 
they too puttheir complete trust in fawakkal As far as Hajee Imadadullah 
was concemed, we do not know much, but as forHazrat Maulana Rashid 
Ahmad Ganghoi, he was a man who initially used to have employment, 
workingfora salary (See TAZKIRAHRASHID p.55). Inittallyhe used to 
work andoncehewas offered asum of sevenrupees for translating the @uran. 
He asked Hazrat imadadullah for permission to accept the offer, but 
Hazrat refiised permission, saying: “More than this will come your way.” A 
fewdays later, a wealthy man from Sahaianpur, Nawab Shaista Khan, engaged 
him atasal ary of tenrupees per month to teach his children. Forsix months, 
heheld thisjob. Itis also believed that hehad a bookshop, about the success 
of which not muchis known He writes in his book HIDAYATUS SHIA. 


“This humble servant, Abu Mahmood, seller of books (may Allah 


4% 
Virtues of Earnings 


pardon him) does not really possess any great wealth of knowledge of the 
deen exceptthat he had been in the compan} of the respected Ulama and 
hasbecome quite well-acquainted with the tricks and deceit ofthe misguided 
Shias.” 


At other places in his writings, he also calls himself a bookseller. 
1 do not know whether he practised it as a full-time occupation, or 1fit was 
merely a parttime job. However, my late father used to be his special 


assistant and used to be a copier of books and manuscripts and I suspect that 
Hazrat had something to do with that 


Hazrat M aulana Nanotwi(May Allah fill his grave with light) used to 
work initially inthe Ahmadi Press in Meerut. This Press was established 
by his Ustad. Maulana Ahmad Ali Saheb Itwashisjobto correct manuscrip 
and it was during the time that he was thus occupied that he laid the 
foundations for Darul Uloom, Deoband. At first. Hazrat used to work and 
atthe same time supervisethe work atDarulUloom. As the Afadresa grew. 
hebecame so involved inteachingand in the management of the Madresa 
that he had to leave his work in Meerut and applied himself fully to the 
supervision of Darul Uloom. However, it isnoteworthy that throughout the 
whole period of lecturing. teaching and rectorship of Darul Uloom, henever 
accepted any form of salary for his labours. 


(SAWANIH £ @ASMI p 536). 


Similarly Shaikhul-H ind Maulana Mahmeodul Hasan, Maulana Ashraf 
Ali Thanwi and Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri (May Allah enlighten 
their praves) ali used to teachand leacture in theearly stages and later 
stopped teaching asa full-time occupation Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani, 
on the other hand, usedto accept asalary untilthe end. But so many people, 
visitors and guests used to be fed in his house daily and somuch used tobe 
given by him in charity that hiscomplete salary used to be utilized just for 
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that. My late uncle. Maulana Mohammad Ilyaas, also used to work fora 
salary in Saharanpur before moving toDelhi to settle there. @nce he said 
to me: “Many times have I stated some forin of business and many times 
have I bought some sheep in company with some Meerutees, but always 
before theirtotal could reach one hundred, they died. Soin the end I was 
forced to leave the business field.” 


fven our Nabi (S.A.W) used to be a shepherd for the people of 
Makkah for a salary of afew qeeraat. He also managed the business of 
Sayyedah Khadijah before the advent of his prophethood, but becoming 
the Messenger of Allah he stopped that work.Nabi Moosa(Alayhis Salaam) 
herded the sheep of Nabi Shuaib (Alayhis Salaam) for anumber of years for 
compensation (see Bur?-2-Manthoer where it is reported that someoneasked 
Sayyedina Abdullah bin Abbas: “Which of the twoperiods (in which he had 
achoice) of eight years or ten did Nabi Moosa (A.S) complete (according to 
the agreement with Nati Shuaib (A.S) as a shepherd)?” Ibn Abbas (R.A) 
replied: “The period which seemed bett er and more complete (ten years).” 


VARIOUS FORMS OF EARNING AND THE BEST AMONG THEM 


Among the elders of Islam there has been considerable difference of 
opinion as to which meansof eaminga livelittood is best. Imam Shafi says 
that businessis the best occupation. Imam Abul Hasan Mawardi and others 
likehimare of the opinion that agricultural farining is best Imam Nawaw) 
says that the best is to eam your living through your hands This of course 
includes business as well as /arining. 


The author of BAHR says: “According to our learned ones of the 
Hanafi School, the best occupation after/zhadd is business, thereafter industry 
and then skilled Jabour” (n my humble opinion, occ upations may be di vided 
into three kinds: business, farining and labour. Many are the Hadeeth 
expounding the virtuesin each of these. Some have even included industry 
and skilled labour with these. But I feel that these twolatier ones are not ways 
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of earning a living, but a way of eaming an income and income may be 
acquued innumerous ways, e g., through presents, inheritance, charity etc. 
I fee] that it is a mistake to include ail those ways of getting hold of wealth 
in the ways of earning a living. The reason for thisis, thatifa man knows 
how to manufacture shoes, it doesnotnecessarily mean that he hasearned 
a living Andifhedoes manufacture shoes, of what benefit will it be for 
him unless he has been able tosell these shoes? So either he sell stho se shoes, 
which makes him a businessman or he manufactures shoes for people 


according to their likeand specifications, which in turn makes him a hired 
skilled labourer 


And those who call jehad a form of earning a living, have indeed 
insulted the lofty institution of jehad. {fa person participates in jehad with 
the intention o fearninga living therefrom, he makes his je hadnulland void. 
@ncea woman asked Rasulullah (S.A.W) “Can a man go forth in jehad and 
also have the intention of gaining some worldly benefit therefrom?” 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: “He shall not receive any reward”. 


Abu Moosa Ash'ary reports that a man asked Rasulullah: “A certain 
man goes fer jehad forthe sakeofgainingbooty. Another man fightsin jehad 
in order to show off his bravery. Which of these two is the real srujahd?” 
Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: “The one who strives that Allah’s name be 
super-imposed above all else, thatone isthe true fighterin thepath of Allah”. 


Sayyedina Abu Umaamah says: “What doyousay regarding that man 
who goes forth into je/tad for fame or booty?” 


Rasulullah(S.A.W) repl ied: “There s hall be noreward for him.” This 
same man asked the same question three times andall three times Rasulullah 
(S.A.W) replied: “Thee shall be no reward for him” and then said further: 


“Allah only accepts that deed whichis done solely and sincerely for His sake 
alone.” 


CHAPTER 3 
EMPLOYMENT TO SERVE THE DEEN 


I have already stated that business is the best form of occupat on. 
It is the type of profession where a person is hisown boss as far as his time 
tsconcerned. He can also keephimselfbusywith studies, teaching, <ah/eegh. 
givmgfetwasetc.And ifaperson isoce upied in such Jabour where he se res 
the deen, such labour is even more virtuous than even business because 
this labourer is tn valved with helping the deen, But there is amajorcondition 
at:ached to this, namely that the labourer so occupied shculd have the 
‘ntention to serve the deen and not to earn money, accepting money only as 
a last resort and out ofneed. This was the system of our Elders of Deoband, 
They considered their service to the deen as their primary objective and 
looked upon the salary received asa gift {from Allah. fer this reason, ifa 
person seceives acertain sum per month for teaching ina certain. Madreca 
andis oftereda higher sum fer services in another Madresa, he shouldnever 
accept 1% atid should never leave the one.Madresa and accept a position 
inanother. Ihave seen Elders being vey steadfast and particular about this 
prmciple and [ hay emadespec ial mention thereo fin my Autobiography (AAP 
BEIETY p. 156). 


Those Elders never made the earning of a good salary their main 
Objective. We have already made mention of my Ustad Maulana Khaiil 
Ahmad and Shaikhul tind. The fermer’stast salary used tobe Rs. 40{ & 
South African Rand or 3 American Dotlar or 2,50 British pounds), andthe 
great ShaikhulHmd’s last salary in Deoband as the highest professor was 
Rs 50 (the equivalent of 1@South African Rands or4 American Dollars 
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or 3.30 British pounds). Wheneverthe Madres#authorities wishedto discuss 
any increase totheir monthly salaries they refused any offer of an increase, 
saying that even that meagre salary was too much. The tesult was that the 
other teachers received increases until sucha time that the junior lecturers 
received as much as the principal lecturers. The system was such that no 
one couldreceive more than the principal lecturers. This resulted in the fact 
that the salaries of the other teachers could not be raisedany further. At ast, 
when the authorities pe inted out to them th at their refusal meantthat the other 
teachers wereharmed in that they could not receive any increases until the 
salaries of the principal lecturerswere increased, they reluctantly accepted 
puicieases, 


My respected elder and Ustad Mauiana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpu 1 
once stayed in Makkah fora whole yearand retunied in (334 Hijritoresume 
his lecturershiponce more in Madresa Mazahirul Vloom, Saharanpur. My 
late father, Maulana Mohammad Yahya Saheb had already passed away 
in the early part of Zit Qadathat year The news was relayed to Maujana by 
telegram on his arrival in Bombay. Ina let:er to the Madresa he declined to 
accept any remuneration fiom it, saying: 


“For several years because of my own bodily weakness and iil-he alth, 
[have not beenable to perform my duties as best as [ would have liked. @n 
my behalf Maulana Mohammad Yahya taught Daura (the six Fladeeth 
katabs) and he neveraccepted any remuneration forhis services. The two of 
us together did as much (or more) thanone lecturer. Now he is to more with 
us and assuch | will not beable to pertorm the duties ofthese lecturerships 
properly. For this reason, [ would like to be excused from accepting any 
salary.” 


In answer tothat Maulana Raipuri wrote hima long let:er. explaining 
to him that the Madresa was in great need of his presence, stating among 
other things: “Through your presence that Madresa's organisational svstem 
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will prosper For this reason the Madresa will not give you a teacher’s 
remuneration, but asal ay for being its director and managing agent Should 
yourefusetoreturn te the Madresa. it will cause great harmto the Madresa s 
system and a setback to its prosperity and progress.” 


Maulana Thanwi also seconded this and at that time Maulana 
Shaikhul Hind was a prisoner of British [mperialisen on the island of Malta, 
Atthattimealsothesethree, viz, Maulana Shaikhul Hind, Maulana Thanwi 
and Maulana Raiputi were the three supeivisors of the Madresa. 


In may Autobiography (AAP BEIETY p.109 1 have discussed the 
attitude of Maulana Thanwi. Acertain wealthy man fiom Aligarh, Maulana 
ismati, once expressed the desire to study Hadeeth. He wrote a letter to 
Maulana Thanwi with the request that some dependable scholar be sent to 
Aligarh so that he may study underhim. Inreply Maulana Thanwi wrote: 
“Where is there an Aalim who not only has thetime but will also agree that 
Ishould send htmto you? However, if nothing else, thenthis humble servant 
will be prepared to serve you.” 


Molvi Ismail was ex tremely pleased on learning that Hazrathimself 
had offered his services, Itis said that solely for the purpese of teaching 
Molvi Ismail, Maulana Thanwi stayed in Aligarh andtaught him whatever 
books he desired to study When the question of remuneration came up, 
Molvi Ismail eagerly inquired as to what the remuneration will be, saying: 
“Whatever you should demand, | am prepared to give.” To this Hazrat 
replied. “As long as ] remain here, | would like you to give me Rs. 15 per 
month which 1 would like to send home.” 


When Molvil smail heard this mea gre amount he became embarrassed 
but because he had previously agreed that whatever Hazrat would demand, 
tre will give, nothing could be altered. He had to acceptand be silent. Several 
monthspassedthis way atf:fteen 1upees per month. @ne day. as he satdown 
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for lesson, Hazrat sa d to him: “Ismail &hai, up to now the sum of fifteen 
tupeeshas been the fixed amount The time hasnow come to review the 
salary arrangement” 


Hearing this, Molvi Ismail feltpleased, thinking that possibly Hazrat 
will now be agreeable to accept a higher salary 


Tlazrat continued; “@fthe fifteen rupees y ou have kindly been giving 
to me, | have been sending ten to my home and five to my mother 


Now Ihave receiveda letter which infonned me ef the sad news that 
she had passed away. So this five tupees is now no mcrenecessary. From 
now onpleasedonotgive me fifteen rupees anymore Tenwill suffice.” 


Molvi Ismail was greatly sur pn sed, say ing that it wasno great sacrifice 
for him to pay fifteen rupees (and would gladly pay it, and even more). But 
Hazrat would have nothing of thatand said: “Why should] acceptthe extra 
burden of five more rupees on my head” Finally it was fixed atten. 


Maulana Qari Mohammed Tayyib, the Re ctorofBarul Uloom, Beoband 
personally heard this story from Nawab Sadar Yar Jung. Qari Saheb, 
however, has some doubt as to the veracity of this story because, as he says, 
he knew that Hazrat never accepted any remuneration for teaching and 


lecturing, expect for correcting and checking religious books, This is the 
attitude of the Ulama of Deoband. 


Further in AAP BEIETY p. 109 itis repored that Molvi Amegtuddin 
said: “@nce there was acall for Maulana Qasim Nanorwi f,om Bhopal 
where they wishedtoemploy himat a salary of five hunured rupees per 
month. | saidto him: ‘Qasim, why do you notaccept?” Heveplied: “lam being 
made this offer because they consider me a man of special qualities and for 
this they are prepared to pay me fivehundredrupeespermonth. Bur as for 
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myself, 1 findno special qualities within myself Sowhy should | accept and 
go?" | continued to urgehim to go but he still refused.” 


Among my eldes there are numerous incidents to indicate that as jar 
as they were concemed the salary was ever considered the mostimpoitant 
consideration in the acceptance or rejection of a position of employment. 
They only looked upon itas a gift from Allah. (Alas thisis not found in all 
ofustoday). This is the reason for my writing earlier that for someone to be 
hired for the purpose of religious instructionis the best manner ofearmning 
aliving. 


But now we come acioss affadeeth of Abu Dawood in Kitabu/ 
Tjaarah, which presents us with a bit of a problem. 


Sayyedina Abu Ubaadah bin Saam t reports: “I used to teach the 
@uran tosome ofthe Ahits Suffah (those poor ones who lived inthe Mosque) 
and one of them gave mea bowasa present. Within myself, | reasoned that 
this was no costly possession. With it, I shall shootarsows in yehad. But then 
[reckoned that it w ouldinany case be bet :erforme to inquire fom Rasulullah 
(S.A.W ) abou tthe permissibility ofacceptingsuch a gift. Thetefore, | asked 
him: “Ya Rasulullah, a man whom taught the Quran has given me this bow 


asapresent. It is not money. I shall shoot arrows with itinjehad (May | accept 
it)?” 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: ‘If you desire that it should become a 
collar of fire (of hell} around your neck, then you may accept it.” 


Because of the contents of this Hadeeth there is considerable 
di f ference of opinion regarding the permiss ibil ity ofacceptin gremuneration 
for teaching. especially the teach ing ofreligious sub ects Imam Shuaf says, 
itis permissibie.lmam Ahmadhas tw differing opinions, one agreeing with 
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Imam Shafi and another in agreement with Imam Malik and Abu Haneef’, 
saying thatitis not permissible Because of the great need and importance 
of education and the need fer teachers and the present day conditions, 
the Jatter Hanaf; scholars have also, of necessity, givena verdict (futwe) of 
permissibility. 

The basis of the argument of those who say it is permissible is the 
Hadeethreported by Sayyedina Sahi bin Saad: “A certain lady once offer ed 
heiself in marriage to Rasulullah(S.A.W), whoremained sileat. The lady 
remained standing(waiting fora reply) and after a while one ofthe Companions 
said: “YaRasufullah. ify ou are not inclined towards accepting the offer. then 


allow meto be marricd to her.” 


Rasulullah(S.A.W)askedhim: “Do youpossess anything which you 
can give her as mahr?” 


He replied: “I possess nothing except my Zurgz.” 

Rasulullah said: “If you should give her your /amgz (join cloth} then 
surely you will have no /u#gi with which to cover yourself. So gofarth 
and search for something else as mahr ” 

The Companion replied: “I have absojutely nothing else.” 

Rasululiah (S.A.W) againsaid: “Goand scek even ifit be an ironring ” 


The Companion wentto search but found nothing. 


Rasulujlah (S.A.W) then inguired: “Do you know anything of the 
Quran by heart?” 


He replied: “Yes, | know some chapters” He named them. 
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Thereupon Rasulullah said; “Ihavethus givenher to you inmarriage 
for those chapters of the Holy Quran.” 


in Burr e Manthoor where the same incidentis related by Abdullah 
bin Masood, the wording of the last par: of this FZadee¢h is as follows: “I 
have performed anikah between yourselfand her on the condition that you 
teach her that whick you know of the Holy Quran.” 


In MISHKAT p 258 there is an incident related about a Sahadt, 
having recited Surah Fattha whereby a sick person became healed of his 
affliction. He received remuneration for itand wanted toknow ifhe could eat 
of that which he seceived. Rasulull ah (S A.W) was asked about it and said: 
“Whoever eats from that obtained from falsely having recited incantations 
for exorcising, have done evil, butas for you, you have done so rightly ” 


According to another Hadeeth reporting the same incidert, the 
following words have been added: “The most worthy remuneration is that 
given for the Quran.” 


Commenting on these words, we find the following quotation in the 
Commentary on MISHKATcalledLAMAAAT:”Thisis an indication that 
to use the words of the Quran for reciting incantations for removing the 
effects of some affliction and to receive remuneration thereafter, is 
permissible, inthis there is no doubt. And this is alsotheverdictofthe Ulamu 
regardingthe teaching of the Quranand fo copying it fora salary. However, 
there is still somedifferenceofopinionamongthe Ulama(BAAB NAARAH 
p.258). For acompletediscussiononthistopicrefer to BAZAL MAJHOOB 
(kitabun Nikah, Kitaabal Ijaarah, Kitaabut Tib); and in @WJAZUL 
MASAALIK (KITA ABUN NIKAH) comp!ete discussion with the Vlama 
can be found. See also LAAMi-U DARI Vol.2 (Kitabul Ijaarah for further 
detail. 
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My own personal humble opinion on this issue (by way of 
conclusion) is this: Buring the timeof Rasulullah (S.A.W) the qualities of 
tawakkai, tru st in Allah andthe ascetic way oflife were quite widespread. We 
have already seen some typical examples of this from the lives of the Gad- 
fearingones. Then also that was atime when the deeply religious ones were 
generally quite generous ir thegiving of presents while the Baitul Maal was 
aproperly functioning institution. Hence the prohibition of accepting 
remuneration for deen v ork dict not cause any harm to the deen. However 
in these days, the Baitul Maatis almost non-existent and the fine qualities 
of piety, abstinence. tawakkal and devotion to the cause of the deen have 
become lost from mast men. Forthis reason itis today well ni ghimpossible 
to work fer the deen without remuneration. Hence in the MAJMOO A 
RASAAIL otlbn AbideenNo7 Ihave found whatis virtually « corroboration 
of my view He writes in his SHIFAAUL ALEEL: “Muhamrnad bin Fad! 
said: “The forinere ders considered theacceptingofremuneretion forteacking 
the Quran as something vad because at that time they used to receive grants 
from the Baitul Maal, and furthernore, people were generally inclined 
towards works of religious nature. Now in ourtimes thisis no more the case.” 


(p.158). 


In fact ithasbeen my general practicefui manyyeats to advise Madresa 

authorities not to appoint any teachers without salaries. My personal 
experience is this: Initially used to havea system of assisting the teachers 
financ ially. This implied that the teacher should teach one or two subjects in 
the Madresa and then spend the rest of his time in some business venti re. 
But the res ult was always this that the teacher's attention would shift away 
ftom teaching towards business only, withthe resultthateventua lly hebecame 
ost to the teaching profession. On the other hand I found that teachers 
teaching without accepting salaries wer: generally so unconcerned end 
unmindful in theirattitude, which isgeierallynotthecase with thosew arking 
for salaries. 
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We should never try to compare ourselves with our saintly 
predecessors. They were soengrossed in tawakkatl and theirtawakka/ was 
of such a naturethat even in the event of themselves becoming involved 
with worldly affairs for the earning of their bare necessities, they never 
allowed themselves to be swayed from serving Islam. Whatever other work 
they had to do was considered secondaly in nature totheir service to Islam. 
Now things have changed to such an extentamong ourselves that even for 
the sake ofnecessitya person has to be involved withcommercial activities 
while also serving Islam vy teaching deen. @ur weakness and lack of 
tawakkal is of such anature that it causes us inthe end to divert all our 
attention towards the business wor d. In such cases complete interest in 
religious service is lost 


This is also the main reason for my opposition to the introduction 
of industrial tra ning andtiaininginother skills into the curriculum of any 
Madresa. The possibility and the danger is always there that the religious 
duties students andteachers are (0 perform (with or without dedication) 
may bediscarded in favour of the acquired skills in other fields. Maulana 
Rumi says: 


Hence until] such timethata personhas acquired ihe fawakka/and piety 
of our saintly predecessors (without justimitatiag outward appearances), he 
should nat opt fora life of tawakkal andabstinence. When he has reached 
(internally as wel lasextemally) artdhas complete faith in hisability to remain 
steadfast inadversity and has the abilityandknowledge that hecan do both 
things (deeni service as wellas business), then of course this will be a better 
way This is what our saintly Elders did. For this reason Hazrat Gangohi 
initially used to teach children ata salary of ten rupees per month. For this 
reason teo Hazrat Nanotwiused to accepta Salary for teach ing Hadeeth and 
for correcting and reviewing deen books. And inthis respect the story of 
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Hazrat Thanwi is well known. Initially, in Kanpur, he use to accept 
remune ration for teactting .Th ereafter he consulted Hazrat Gangohi, saying 
thathe now wished to refuse accepting a salary for his services. Buring the 
correspondence with Hazrat he thrice wrote to Hazrat i: this regard and 
thrice did Hazrat advise him against it. However. of hisown accord M aulana 
‘[ hanw ile ft the teaching profession andreturneé to Thanabhawan. He wrote 
to Hazrat informing him ofhis decision saying: “I have now left my previous 
professionandhave returnedhome.” when Hazrat real this, he wasextremely 
plcased and prayed for his success. Hazrat replied the letter: “Jnsha Allah, 
you will not be cast into difficulty and want through lack of sustenance ” 


My late father used to be Hazrat’s scribe. He foundthis quite strange 
and thus inquired: “Hazrat, this man thrice sought your permission to leave 
the job where he worked for a salary and thrice you have refused him 
permissiontodoso. Now thathe has left of his own accord,! sec you pleased, 
praising him and making dwa for his success, How is that?” 


Hazrat replied:“Advice is given to him who is hesitant and in doubt. 
But as for him who takes a decisive step, no advice needs to be given.” 


@n page 36 of his book MAJAALISUL HAKEEMUL UMMAT. 
Maulana Mohammad Shafee writes: “A fterleaving employmentin Kanpur, 
Maulana Thanwi passed alifeofcomplete reliance (awakke?) on Allah inthe 
<anctuary (Ahangah) of Thanabhawan, In this manner adebt of onc hundred 
ind fifty rupees had accumulated on him for goods purchased on credit for 
ilomestic needs. At that time his spiritual mentor, Hajee Imdadull ah, had 
ulicady passed away and Mauiana Thanwi had begun tolook upon Hazrat 
(iangohi as his consultant and adviser in cases of difficulty. He therefore 
wrote to Hazrat Gangohi to pray that somehow this debt be settled. Hazrat 
wrote back: “There is a vacancy for ateacher a Darul Uloom. Beoband. If 
vsiu SO wish I will write to them. reconsmending to tiem your rame for 
appointment to that post.” 
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Hazrat Thanwi says about this: "This put mein an awkward spot 
because, if Ishould accept employment in Deoband, it wouldentai! acting 
contrary to the wishes of my Shaikh, Hajee Imdaduilah, and ifl should 
refuse to accept, it would mean a cestain an:ount of disrespect to Hazrat 
Gangohi, who had suggested it, However, Allahhad cast the correct answer 
tothe problem inmy heart. J wrote back: “Hazrat, my aim in writing to you 
was merely toask you to pray thatsomehowmy debt be settled. 1 was not 
myintentior: that Hazrat shouldbe troubled byhelping me find a way towards 
earning, ativingthroughemployment, becauseit had been the wish of Hazrat 
Imdaduilah that! should withdrawfrom salaried employment in Kanpur and 
not to be involved in any form of salaried employment in future. Now that 
my guide and mentor, Hazrat Hajee Saheb, isno more, I consider you as 
his successor and my guide. If you should so wish that | again accept 
employment, I will also considerthis as if Hajee Saheb's instruction and wish 
and will act accordingly I will then consider the former piece of advice by 
Hajee Saheb as having been abrogated by this new instruction. 


Hazrat Gangohi replied: “Do notaccept anyemployment. JnshaAliah 
vou shall experience no difficulty.” 


In this same book, -MAJAALISUL HAKEEMUL UMMAT, page 
35 Maulana Shafee writes about Maulana Nanotwi: “Perhaps there are 
few Muslims who are unacquainted with the great qualities of Maulana 
Nanotwi. His se}f-denial was such that whenthere arose the need for the bare 
basic necessities of life, he wentto work in the MUJTABA’EE Bookshop 
in Delhi, Proofreading manuscripts al amere ten rupees (Tworand inS.A, 
currency, 0.75 British pence and 3 American Dollars). Then he became 
troubledover acceptingthis salary, worrying about theadvisability ofaccepting 
it. Heconsulted Hajee Imdadutlah Saheb about: refusing to accepting even 
this, so that whateverhedid infuture would be without a salary and be solely 
for the sake of Allah. At thattime Hajee Saheb was the undisputed Shaikh 
and Imam of the moment. Hereplied: “Youseek my advice about refusing 
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to acc epta mon thly wage. I his shows indecision, doubt and hes itation on your 
part. It also shows that ifyou should reject the adoption of means towards 
earning a tiving, you will probably Jandin great distress and trouble. You 
should onlystcerclear of means ferthe purpose of earning a living when You 
are confident and quitecertein of yourself ” 


It is said thal Hazrat Hajee Saheb himself lived a file ef tevakke/ 
after having already passed ail thestages of povesty. hunger and starvation. 
But he always desired that his mureeds should notsuffer any undue distress. 


In the MAKTOOBAATE IMDADIA p.l2, Letter No. 2 Hajee 
Saheb is himself reported to have written to Maulana Than wi: “it is not in 
one’s interest t: cut oncsel folfcompletely from worldly means. [tis not the 
appropriate thing to doexcept when oneis single, and has no respcnsibility 
toothers. Ty Jeave one’s family members in want and distress is somethi ng 
regarding which ones hould fear Allah. There is no benef:* therein. The act 
thai brings one nearest to Allah is to teach mankind to serve Allah and to 
benef tthe m in this way. lalsaad vise you to vis it eur bel oved Maulana Rashid 
Ahmad and toexplainyourproblemsto him because this will eventually prove 
beneficial foryou.” 


Thesum total ofall this is that the person who has not trained himself 
towards proper cawekkal through abstinence and piety, should not cast the 
worldly meansaside; otherwise there is a strony possibility that he willjand 
in distress and become disillusioned withthat which Allah had predestined. 
And when aperson lands in doubt. any deed that is done in doubt will not be 
satisfactorily performed. When, ontheotherhand, such spiritual strength had 
beencreated withinso that one has complete faith in the tr uth emanating from 
Allah, casting aside worldly means and provisions become permissible. 


There ts however, one more conditim atiached to the matter. One 
should never be hasty. The qualities should first be allowed toenter ourselves 
properly. And secondly, one’sspiritual guide shou id give permission todo so. 


CHAPTER 4 


TIJAARAT (Business) 


After employment to serve deen, trade and business is the best 
occupation. The main reason for this is thatthe trader and the man in the . 
commerciallietd o factivity isthe master of his own time an dhe is thus also 
able servehis deen through teaching, studying, conveying the message of 
Istam in spite of also being inv‘ ved in trade, Apart from this there are also 
numerous verses of the Quratt and Hadeeth wherein the virtues of trade 
arc expounded: 


“Verily Allahpurchasesfromthebelie vers theirselvesand their wealth 
so that for them shall be paradise.” 


In the Hadeeth we read: “Verilythe truthful and trustworthy tradei 
will be counted among the siddeegs and the martyrs.” 
(Tirmidhy and Targheeb) 


Rasulullah (S.A W) is also reported to have said: “Verily the best 
earnings are theear mngsof the traders whoutter no itr thwhon they speak, 
who deceive not when they are put in trust, who default not when they 
promise, who donot discredit goods when they buy, and praise not their own 
goods unduly when they sell, and donottakeunnecessary evasive action when 
theyare called upon topay and do not pester unduly when they have to receive 
that which is their due.” (TARGHEEB VOL 3 p 586). 
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Saysedina Anas repons that Rasulullah (S.A. W) said: “Indeed te 
honest and truth ful trader shallbe under the shade ofthe Threneof Allah of 
the day of Oneainat.” (TARGHEEB VOL 3 p 553) 


Sayyedina Abutmaainah repotts that Rasulullah said : “When four 
qualities a e found ina trader,hiscarnings aresound; if he does nat discredit 
the quality of the goods he buys, ifhe does not unduly praise the goedshe 
sells. {fhe does not cheat when he sells and does net take oaths when he 
buys and sets (LTARGHEFB VOL 3 p 586) 


Sayyadena Hakeem bin Hizaam reportsthat Rasulullah(S.A.W) said: 
The buseraidthe seller has the right to ca ice! the sateas longas they do 
not separate (frem each other after having contracted). if they both spoke 
thetuth and explained (any defects in the goods sold aud in the price}, they 
svill be blessed in their contract ofsale. And ifthey spoke untruths andcovered 
up defects they wilt probably earn profit but will destroy the blessings oftheir 
sale.” (BUKHARI MUSLIMTA RGHEEB) 


Imam Saeed bin Mansoor repo ts thacNaeem bin Abdur Rahman and 
Yahya bin Jaabir reported the Hadeerh in which Rasululah (S.A.W) is 
reported tohave sa id:“Nine tenths ofsustenance (rizg) isderived f romtrade 
and one tenth from pasteral furming.” 

(TARAATEEB AL IDAARIYA VOL 2 pl0 


imam Daylami vepy ts that bbu Abbas said: “) advise you to treatihe 
traders w el] forthey arc the messengers betweenthe hos izons and the trusted 
onesof Allah oneaith.” (F4RAATEEB AL IDAARIYA Vol 2. pit? 


Itisreported in Agbis that Imam Malik re portec that Say sedina Uinar 
said: “1 advise You to participate in trade. sothat these red ones (non-Arabs) 
ilo not become anobstacle for you in your world y affairs.” 


66 Fazi'ife-Tiaarat 


N@TE: \imam Ash-hab Maliki says: “The people of @uraish were 
keenly snvolved mbusiness while the Arabs looked upon business as a low 
form of earninga living. Theterm ‘red ones’ refers to those non-Arab slaves 
who general y had areddish glowin their skins.” 


In his well-known beok AL MAD-KHAL.| bn Amecrul Haaj reperts 
that Sayyedima Umar once visited the marketplace. There henoticed that 
the majority of those who were trading were foreigners and people from 
the ordmaryranks of people. This saddened him and as a result he said that 
which ts quoted above. 


Some people inquired: “Butsire, Allah had throughconquests of lands 
and the arrival of conquered treasures made us independent of trade for 
ourneeds,” 


Umar replied: “If you are going to do that and discard trade as a 
profession, you will find that your men will bein need 
of theirmen and your women will be in need of their 
women.” 


Allama Abdu! Hay Kuttany says: “The prophecy of Sayyedina Umar 
regardtnigthe future ofthis Ummat proved to be ahsolutely true. Hence when 
the Muslims left the ranks of the traders and gave uptrade and commerce as 
a profession, others taok hold of it and controiled the business world to such 
anextent thatthe entire Ummat came tobe in need of others, For everything, 
fromthe most msignif.cant to the most important they had to be dependent 
upon others.” (TARAATEEBAL IDARIYA Vol 2 p 21) 


Imam Tirmidhiset a special chapterin his famous Seheeh Kiteub and 
titled it thus: “Commencing trade earlyin the moming”. In it we find a 
Hadeeth wh ete inSayyedinaS akhar Ghamidy reports that Rasul ull ah (S.A.W) 
used to pray: 
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“O Allah blessthis Usimat inthe irefforts in the early morning hours!” 


Sayyed ina Sakhari also reports that when Rasuluilah(S.A.W) used to 
send off an army into battle, he always did so in the early hours of the 
morning Sayyedina Sakhariwasalso a trader and whenever heused tosend 
his employees fortrade he dispatched them ear y in the morning. In this 
manner he made tremendous prof t and greatly increased his wealth. 


Sayyedina Saeed bin Hurayth says that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: 
“Whoever sells landora house and does not invest the amount obtained 
therefrom in something similar, will not be blessed therein ” 

(IBN MAJAH, TARAATEEB} 


Among the Sehabah. Sayyedina Abu Bakr wasa well-known trader 
and business man. Weare toid inISAABAH that before the advent of Islam 
he possessed forty thousand dirhams, which he utilised to purchase slaves 
with theaim ofsetting them free anddo general welfare work. He did somuch 
charitable works thatat the time of his arrival at Madinah after the Hijrac, 


he had only five thousand le ft, butatthetime ofhisdeath he had absolutely 
nothing 


It ts reported in the TAREEKH of Ibn Asaakirthat Sayyedina Abu 
Bakr used to travel for trade purposes to Basra even during the lifetime of 
Rasulullah(S.A. W). Weareallaware of howmuch lovehe had forthe Rasu! 


of Allah and in spite of that love, he was prepared to undertake this long 
journey to Basra. 


Ibn Saad writes that early on the morning justafter he had been elected 
as Khalifa, Sayyedina Abu Bakr was seen carrying a large bundle of cloth 
which he was taking to the market-place forsale. On the way he was met 
by Savyyedina Umar and Sayyedina Abu Ubaidah bin Jarraah. They asked: 
“How canyounow keep yourse!fbusy with this trade whenthe resp ensibility 
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of organising the affairsand administration of the Uninathas been cast upon 


you” 
He replied: “How will] then feed my family?” 
They replicd: “We shall fix a salary for you.” 


Hence the result was thatthey fixed forhimasalary which was equal 
to the price of one sheep. 


In the Commentary on Seheeh Bukhari Ibn Zakari writes that this 
should be done in thecase of everyone whohas the res ponsibility of handling 
the affairs of the Muslims and refers to the gadi, (the judge), mtufti, teacher 
etc. All of them should receive fixed salaries for theirduties. 


Sayyedina Umar also used to be a trader. There are some Hadeeth 
about which he was unaware and regarding the reason for notknowing them, 
he used to say: “My involvement with trade kept meso busy inthe matket- 
place that | was unable tocome to know some things.” 


He is also reported to 1ave sa d on numerous occasions: “Except to 
die infeAad in the path of Allah, nothingis more beloved to me than toearn 
my livigthrough my ownhard work and efforts.” By way of substantiating 
this he used to recite: 


He{Allah\enows..... othe rs travellingthrough the and seeking bounty 
of Aflah.” (SURAH 73:20) 


Sayycdina Uthman also used to be a trader. both before Islam and 
af-erwards. In \ishkee weare told that at the time of the Expedition to 
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Tabook, Sayyedina Uthman, of his own, provided 300camels plus all the 
equipment. According to another Hadeeth we are told that for this same 
expedition healso brought forth one thousand diniars which he presented to 
Rasulullah for preparing for this expedition 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) told him: “Af-erthis daynodeed of Uthman wil ] 
ever cause him any hain.” 


The Rasul repeated thistwice. Accordingto another Hadeeth itis stated 
that Sayyedina Uthman broughta thousandcamel sas wel] as seventy horses. 


In TRAATEEBAL IBARIYA inthe list of traders among the 
Sahab ah thenameof Sayyedah Khadya, themother ofthe Afumtineenis alse 
mentioned. The story is well known how she used to send caravans to Syria 
to buy and sell goods. She also sent Rasulullah (S.A.W) together with her 
slave, Maysara, with goods to Syria andpromised him double the share of 
profits which she normally offered to her businyss managers. Rasulullah 
{S.A. W) proceeded to thenorth and sold goodsinthe marketplaces of Basra, 
where he again bought goods to return to Makkah. @n this caravan journey, 
they made twice the amount ofprofitas was made be fore,andshe indeed gave 
him twice the share of profit which she normally gave. 


Another famous trader am ongthe Sahabak was Sayyedina Zubair bin 
Awwam. @nce someone asked him: “Howisit that youinade so much profit 
from trade?” 


He replied: “I never purchased faulty things fortrad ec 24 neverdesired 
to make profit. But Allah grants profit to whomseever He wishes. 


lon Abdul Bar wrote that Sayyedina Zubair used to have one 
thousand slaves who worked for him for a share of the prof.ts from their 
daily dealings. They brought his daily share of the profits tohim 
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Another famous trader was Sayyedina Abdur Rahman bin ‘Awf In 
Sahech Bukhari heis reposted to tell his own story: 


“When we arrived in Madinah, Rasulullah (S.A.W) effected a 
bond of brotherhood between myself and Saad bin Rabee’a Saad 
saidto me: Among the Ansans, f amthe wealthiest one and gladly 
willl give you half ofmy possessions. Ihave two wives, for your 
sake I shall divorce one ofthem. Whomsoeverofthemyoucheese, 
I shall divorce that and (after her iddat) you may matryher. 


I said:“May Allah bless you in your wealth, yourfamilyand in your 
household. There is noneed forsuch upheaval. Just show me where 
the market place is, where the people trade. 


| was shown the market-place of bani @aynugah.” 


Abdur Rah man started trad ingthereand soon had such success thathe 
brought home quitea bitof cheese and ghee. On the second day the samething 
happened. Soon after, he was in a position to get married. After marriage 
he came to Rasulullah (S.A.W) who saw a pink spot onhis clothes (hich 
had come there after his clothes had touched that of the wife). 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) asked him: “ What is this, @ Abdur Rahman?” 


He replied: “YaRasulullah (S.A.W)I have become: marriedtoa gir! 
from the Ansaris.” 


Rasulullah again inquired: “And what did you giveher as Mfahr ?” 
He replied: “A piece of gold the size of the kernel ofa fruit. 


Rasulullah(S.A.W )commanded:“Arrange a wedding feast, even if it 
be with the meat of one shee.” 
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Allah had given Sayyedina Abdur Rahman so much wealththat when 
he divorced his wives at the time priorto his death, a settlement had to be 
made for them. It is reported that when 1/3 of 1,8 of his wealth was granted 
toeach wife, each ofthem still received 83,000 dirhams. 

(TARAATEEBAL IDARIYA Vel 2 p27) 


Yes, Abdur Rahman was rich but at the same time he was also 
exceptionally generous. Once Sayyedah Av esha said to his son, Abu Salma: 


“May Alfsh cause your father to drink happily from the fountain 
of Salsubeel in paradise.” 


The reason for this dua was tie fact that Sayycdina Abdur Rahman 
gave to Rasulullah (S.A.W) an orchardasa gift This orchard was later sold 
fora sum of forty thousand dirha ns, (MISHEAT P 567) 


lh TARAATEEB the name of Sayyedina Sa*ad bin ‘Aziz is also 
mentioned among the traders. He was a freed slave of Sayyedina Ammaar 
bin Yaasir. According to the author of fsaabah he was adealer in qarz— 
a name given to the leaves of a cer:ain tree which arc used forthe dyeing 
of skins of animals. For this reason he is also known as Saadal-qarz. Once 
he complained to RasuluSlah about his great poverty. Rasuluilah (S.A.W) 
recommended that he proceed to the market-place and star: trading Thereupon, 
he went there. boughtsomeqarz and started selling it.In this way he, made 
some profit. When Rasulullah (S.A.W) came to hear of it, he advisedhim 
to remain in that form of business. (IM4M BAGHAWY) 


Another trader is Savyedina A bu Maa’-liy al Ansari, He used to take 
his own goods as well as goods of others totrade in farplaces. But in spite 
of being on Jong journeys, he was always occupied inibuadahand was one 
of those who were known to Mustajaabul dacweaat’ i.e. whose duas were 
readily accepted. 
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Apact fromthese, there was Sayycdina Talha bin Ubaydullah. who 
traded incloth. Sayyedina Sufyan bin U-yay nah reports that thedaily profit 
of Sayyedina Talha came to one thousand wafias, onc wafia being equal to 
about one dinar (gold coin). 


In Saheeh Bukhary, Sayyedina Abu Hurayrah is reported to have 
said: “Yeu people say that Abu Hurayrah reports many 
Ahaadeeth, whereas the A nsaar andthe Muhacjireen do not 
repor: somany.But my Muhaajireen brothers were busy in 
the market places (with trade), while i. with a mere piece 
of bread to fill my stomach (which also [could notal ways 
do) used toatiach myselfto the very footsteps of Rasulullah 
(S.A.W), following him everywhere....and I was one of 
those poor ones from among the Companions of Suffeh 
(who fer beinghomelessand destitute, lived in the Mosque). 
| had no possessions whats cever to diver: my atiention and 
occupy it. AJ] I had interest in was to [cam from 
Rasulullah. Therefore I remembered while they forget. 
Rasulullah (S.A.W) once said during a conversation: 
“Whosoever spreads his cloth during this conversation ef 
mine and folds it after my conversation had terminated, will 
remember my words. @nhearing that I spread my chadar 
and after Rasulullah (S.A.W)had ended hisconversation, ! 
folded it and hugged it to my breast. Since then none of his 
words ever left my memory.” (BUKHARIAND MUSLIM) 


In TARAATEES we find mention of the fact that the Sahabah traded 
in numerousty pes of goods. (nthis same book we find various chapters where 
in the names of various Sahabah are mentioned, 
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in my opinion the next best occupation after trade is agriculture. 
Sayyedina Anas reports that Rasulul ah (S.A.W) said: “Should a man plant 
atree or busy himselfwith farming and a person, or abird or an animal eats 
thereof, then that shal} bean act of charity for him.” 


In this same report in Mesiun there is an addition: “And if any thing 
thereof gets stolen, then too itshall be censidered a sadagah.” 


(MISHKAT Vel 1 p 168) 


Agricilture is of paramount importance, because if there is no sitch 
farm ing.non ewille ver findany thingtocat The virtues of agricultural farming 
is expounded in many places in the Quran. While enumerating His great 
bounty onmankind, Allah, time and again, mentions how He sends downrains 
frem the Heavens: 


"4nd itis He whosendeth down the rain from the skies, With it We 
produce vegetation of all kinds Fromsome We produce green (crops) 
out of which We produce grain, heaped up {at harvest time); out ofthe 
datepalm and its sheaths come clusters of dates. hanying tow and near, 
and then there are gardens of grapes and olives and pomegranates, each 
similar in kindyet different in variety: When they begin to bear fruit, feast 
your eyes with the fruit and ripensess thereef. Behold, there are signs in 
these things for people who believe. ” (6:99) 


There are many others verses like these in the Quran where mention 
is made of gardens and orchards and how Allah in bringing these forth has 
indeed shown favour to mankind. In Surah HUB He says: 


“It is He who produced you from the earth and settled you therein; 
then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance, for My Lord 
is always near, ready to answer.” (11: 62) 
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Imam Aby Bakr Jussaas Razi says: “From this veise the conclusion 
may be drawn that it is #’aajc6 to fill the earth with crops, gardens and 
orchards oreven with buildings” Andinthe /adeeth deal ing with things that 
may be left behind as a Sadayah Jaariya--(a continuously reward giving 
charity even afier one’s death) we also f.nd the words, 4u Gharasa Gharsan 
that is “ora plant or tree which he planted”. In other words, such a person 
will also receive reward even after his death for having planted a tree, from 
which any kind of benefit is derived. 

(see TARAATEEB as quoted frem Abu Naeeni), 


Sayyedina Anas reports that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: “If the hour of 
Qivamaat should suddenl y come whileanyoneofyouhasa seedling of adate 
palm inhis hand which he wishes to plant, then if itis at all possible for him 
to da so before @:vamaat arrives, let him plant it.” 


Sayyedina Muawiya bin @urrah reports that Sayyedina Umar once 
met some people from Yemen. Heasked them :“Whoare you?” 


They replied: “We are those who rely on Allah for our sustenance.” 


Umar said: “You are liars. Youarenotthose wh orely on Allah. The true onc 
who relies on Allah ishe who plants the seedin the carth and 
then relies on Allah”. 


Leokingat thi sHadeethand comparingit with another repatted by Abu 
Umaama is Saheeh Bukhart, wefind whatseents like an open contradiction. 
in that other Hadeeth itis veported that Sayyedina Umar once saw a plough 
andsome agricultural farming equipmentin the possession of some people. 


He then said: “| have heardRasulullah (S.A.W) say: “Verily into the house 
into which these things enter. dishonourand disgrace also 
enter” (MISHKAAT, BUREARL. 
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In actual fact thereisnocontradiction. The commentary on Bukhari 
LAMI-UD-BARI, states: “This Hadeeth and ethers like it with similar 
contentsrefer actua’ ly to tho se farmers who farm on tented farms, or who have 
to pay tribute to the real owner. whichis nota very honourable occupation 
under normal circumstances. It also referstothose people whoare strugg]mg 
so hard underthis feudal like system, that in bothdeeni and worldly affairs, 
they are despised in the eyes of men.” 


Many scholars have taken this tobe the true meaning of that Hadeeth. 


Hafiz Ibn Hajar writes that in the MUSTAKHRAJ of ABU NAEEM, quoting 
this same Hadeeth the following words are added: 


“Such dishonour comes over them, which will notleave tnem till the 
day of Qiyamaat”. Thisd ishon ourreferstothe tribute which the feudal lords 
extractan ddemand from the serfs. Farming ofthis nature was previously 
confined to the zimmis (those non Mulims living unter Muslim mule in 
Muslim controlledlands). This was areason why the Sahabahdidnotconsider 
fanningto be an honovrable profession. Allama Ibnut Teen states that this 
is one of the miracles of prophecy from the tongue of Rasulullah (S.A.W), 
regarding future events, because today we see the truth thereof in that as 
unbelievable amount of in ustice is meted out against the farmers and large 
amount of indignities are showered upon them, (especially inlands under the 
feudal sy stem). 


Java Bukhari also tried to bring about reconciliation between the 
meaning of the two Hadeeth He indicated that farming will eventually 
result in dish onour andd sgrace wheninthe course of fellowing this otherwise 
f ine occupation a person becomes so itvo!ved in it thathe neglects to 
penloee those things whichhe should upheld andprotect. or ifhe exceeds the 
limits of moderation. Abu Umaama’s Hudeeth does not mean one should 
not occupy oneself with farming Ifhe doesso while being alone, problems 
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may arise, which he may notbe able to overcome alone, However, ifhe has 
many workers under him, this Hadeeth does not refer to him. 


Anotherexplanationis givenby Dawoodi, whosays that it refersto the 
one who farms lands attached to or in close proximity to the lands of the 
enemies of Islam. If he farms there, his enemies will overcome him, 


in thisregard, weshould makea clear distinction between farming by 
oneself onone’s own land, which iscalled ZARAA-AT andi vingone’s land 
toothers tofanm, whichiscalled MUZAARA-AT. Thereis a great difference 
in meaning between these two forms of farming. There are rules and 
regulations to be observed in all these forms of farming as has been dealt 
with at length in OWJAZUL MASAALIK Vol 5.p.220 under the chapter 
BAABKIRARUL ARD, dealing with the “hiring of land”. At all times and 
in all affairs should the Shariat rules be observed and the w/yat be kept clean 
and proper 


In acertain Hadeeth we are told that Rasulullah said on the day of 
Qiyamaat, of the cases of those who will be judged first will be the cases of 
three types of people. First of all a maz tyr (who had been killed inthe path of 
Allah infehad) will be brought forward. All Allah’s favours to him shall 
be brought to his notice and he willadmit them. Then Allah will ask him: 
“In return for that, what righteousness did you b ing?” 


He will reply: “I have fought in Your path until ] became martyred 
(for Your sake)" 


Allah will reply: “Youhavespokenanuntruth. You have onlyfought 
so that men may say you were brave. And so it was 
said.” 
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Then Allahshall command that he be pulled headlong on his. faceand 
cast into the fire of sahannam. ; 


Thereafter aleammed scholar will be brought forth—an Aalim, whohad 
studied and taughtandhadspenttime teaching the Holy @uran. To himalso 
Allah will mention His favours, which he will recognise and admit. He too 


shal! be asked: “In retum for these favours, what righteousness did you 
perform?” 


He will reply: “i have studied and have taught the Holy Quran (for 
Your sake). 


Allah will say: “You have spoken an untruth. You studied so that 
people willcallyouan‘Aalim ascholar andyou 
read the Quran so that people willcallyouan emment 
gari And so it was said.” 


Then Allah will command that he too be pulled headlong on his face 
and cast intojahannam. 


Then will be brought forth a rich man to whom Allah had given an 
abundance of welath. 


Allah will enumerateall His favours uponhim andhe too will recognise 
them and admitthem. Thenhe will be asked: “In return for these favours, what 
righteousness did you perferm?” 


He will reply: “lhaveneverneglectedany cause wherein You desire 
that money bespent J have given incharity (for Your 
sake), 
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Allah will say: “You have spokenanuntruth. You have spent sothat 
menmay say you were generous. And so it was said.” 


Then Allah will command that he too be pulledalonghisface and ca:: 
inte jahannam. Herewe see the wonderful qualities ofknowledge, and the 
teaching of the Quran, and martyrdom and generosity. Yet, because of the 
incorectness oftbe intentions, these will be the f:rst persons to be cast into 
Jahannam, 


In previous pages we have mentioned many viitues in trade and 
business. But if interest money, (x:da, usury) enter into the business, then 
instead ofreward the trader becomes therecipient ofgreat sinand punishment. 
Look at martyrdom,Look at knowledge, the greatness and praiseworth iness 
ofthese qualitiesare accepted by ail of us. Yet, because of the intentions being 
bad, the bearers of these qualities are the first to enter sahannam. Similary 
wetrave seen the great virtue ofbeingemployed in sucha position where one 
is serving the deen as a teacher, instructor or lecturer But if during the time 
when one is supposed to beteaching, the employee is guilty of default or 
neglect. it can prove disastrous. 


Hazrat Maulana Mazhar Nanotwi was avery God-fearing person as 
well as a very conscientious teacher. [tis said that whe never aperson came 
to see htm during the course of his teaching time for something of a personal 
nature, he checked the time and at the end of the interview or discussion he 
again checked the time tosee how much oftime was spent. He used to make 
anote of every minute that went in such interviews. At the end of the month 
he used tocalculatethe total and hadhissalary adjusted in sucha way that he 
was not paid for such minutes. 


Hazrat Maulana Qasim Nanotwi’s practiceis noted on page427(Vol [) 
of his biography, Munshi Mumtaz Ali Saheb had established a press in 
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Meerut Because of their previous close relationship ke called upon [iazrat 
to assisthim in the proof-reading andcotrecting ofmanuscrpits. lt appears 
that Munshi Sahebas owner ofthe press hadno strictregulationsandconditions 
under which Hazrat had to work. In fact be had such love and respect for 
Hazrat that he considered it as sufficient honour just to be bleesed with 
Hazrat’s presence andcompany. This ofcourse alsopoints to his appreciation 
of the great scholar as well as Munshi Saheb’s own noblebess. However 
Nanotwi was aman with such a sense ofresponsibility and duty that he 
considered his work in the press of paramount importance [t may not be 
mentioned in his biography, but in the circles of the Deobandies it is well- 
known that if ever he had been fate for work, he took note ofthe time. At the 
endof the month he used to present these minutes, addedtogether into hours 
not worked. Such was his tagwa—fear for Allah! This is no surprise if we 


bear in mind that at the time he considered his work inthe press a3 more 
important than any other 


The position of my late Shaikh, Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri, 
is also well known and [ have already mentioned it in some of my books as 
well as in the previous pages of this one When he returned fiom a year’s 
residence in Hc}az, he was informed of the demise of my late father on 


his anival in Bombay. Refusing to accepta salary for teaching in 
Mazahirul Uloom, Saharanpur, he wrote: 


“For many year [have been unable toperform my duties as a lecturer 
properly because ofmy weakness and il] health, Maulana Yahya used to 
teach the Saheeh Kitabs on my behalfandhe never accepteda salary. When 
he did so, he did it as if it was my duty he was performing. We both together 
used to de more work than one lecturer. Now that heis no more, [ wil! not 
be ableto do my work properly, For this reason 1 wish to be excused 
from accepting any form of remuneration for my services.” 


A long series of letters passed between himself and Maulana Raipuri 
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and in the end the question ofremunerati on for services was shelved and it 
was decided to remunerate him for services rendered in connection with the 
administration of the Madresa. 


In the special copy of the AL JAMIAT the SH.AIKHUL ISLAM 
EDITI@N, issued on thedeath of Shaikhul Is!am Maulana Hussain Ahmad 
Madani, we read that Maulana Madani only used to accept a salary forthe 
gumber of days on which he was on duty and never accepted any payment 
for days on which he did notteach. He wenton numerous journeys toa!) parts 
of India, but always only accepteda salary forthe workingdays.{n the end 
when he fe) )ill.he was still entitled to one month’s leave which he had not 
taken, Because he was entitled to one month’s leave. the \dadresa sent his 
salary tohim. MaulanaMadani sentit back saying: “How can | accept this 
salary? Ihave not been working this month.” 


After the demise of Hazrat Madani, the Rector of Darul Uloom, 
Deoband, Maulana Mohammad Tayyebtook the salary and offered it to his 
widow, saying: “By the laws of Shariaf it is permissible to accept this 
month’s salary, The truth of the matter is that Maulana Madani declined to 
acceptit because of his great piety. f you should now wish toacceptit, Ishall 
be most pleased to present it to you.” 


Gracefully she thanked him but declined ¢e accept the offer. 


She said: “When our Hazrat found himself unaisle and unwilling to 
accept anything howcan I now accept it?” 


In the year 1349 H (1930), Maulana Madani was offered the post of 
senior Professor of Daru! Uloom, Deoband. He stipulated that his acceptance 
would be subjectto twenty con ditions, The Council accepted al) hisconditions. 
The 19th of thesc conditions read thus: 
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“In the cvent of there being any times of my hours of Jecturing 
when Ishouldfailto appear inorder to do my duty, such time will 
becutfrommy schedu leandmy salary will be adjustedaccordingly ” 


Inthe MAKT@@BAAT OF SHAIKHULISLAM, thatis, the letters 
of Maulana Madani, arranged for publication by Janab Afdaal Ilahi Beobandi, 


we read that on 3@th of Zil Hija )363 Hazrat sent a letter to the Rector of 
the Madresa in which he stated: 


“Kindly continue tocalc ulate the days ofmy absenceacc ording 
to the agrecment, and subtract from my salary, and also include 


therein those days which according to my calculation fall in this 
category.” 


Further, regarding Agriculture 
Rasulullah (S.A.W)1s reported tohave 
said: “Whocverusurpsone finger’s length 
ofland unjustly will findthat on the day 
of @:yamaat this piece of land from the 
seven earthsw ill bemadeacollar around 
his neck.” (MISHRAT 9 2534) 


After having mentioned all this, it is necessary to note that in the 
earning of a living as wellas in all affairs, it is necessary that the laws 
of Shariat be observed. inthe HIYA ULUL@@M aspecialchapterhas been 
included on this. Imam Ghazali writes in Vol 2p.64: 


“It is compulsory upon every Muslim who ts involved with it 
to learn the laws of buying and selling, because the seeking of 
knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim. When we say thesceking 
of xnowledge is sucha duty, we also mean knowledge of all these 


affairs of trade and business etc. Those in seivicc and 
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emptoyment shouldknow the Jaws applying tot hemand those who 
work for a living shouldknow their laws, no matter what 
occupation he has. In sucha way they will become aware of the 
things whichcause theiracts to become illegal by Shariat, Sothey 
wil | be able to avoid these acts. When some cases do come along 
which are rare and uncommon, and one knows not whether it is 
permissible ornot, one shou!dnot act until such timeas he has had 
theopportunityof inquiring fiom the leamed scholars It stands to 
reason that when a person ts not aware of the general taws of 
halaal and haraam, he will] not even be able to know when he 
shouldavoidactingand when he should inquire. A person may say; 
“I will notseek knowledge beforehand unttl suchtime that a special 
occasion arises and whensuch a situation arises, | witl ask.” 


Such a person should be answered thus: “When you do not 
know basically the laws and the things which cause tradecontracts 
to become nulland void, then how wil] you beabte to know when 
it is necessary fer you toask about their permissibility or 
other wise?” Those who donotknowthebasiclaws of busincss will 
continue in business, considering everything they do to be 
correctly done. Hence m business for example, it is necessary for 
a trader to know at Jeast what is permissible, what is notand what 
tsdoubiful.” 


In TARAATEEBAL IDARIYA Vol 2 p 16, we find the fellowing 


statement: “In the early days of Islam, people never became 
involved with trade and commerce until! such time thatthey knew 
the basic genera! laws pertaining to business and knew how they 
could avoid interest {usury)in buying and selling.” 


It goes further “Imam Shafi wrote in AL RISAALAH and Imam Ghazali 
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wrote inlt YA thatal] the CTaima have reached general consensus 
that itis not permissible foranyone (any mukallaf person) to start 
any affair tentilhe hadcome to know what Allah’s verdicts onthat 
specific affs'r Imam Qarraghi Maliki has written in KJTAABUL 
FUR@@Q: “For anyone who wishes tooccupy himself with buy ing 
and selling, it is compulsory to inquireasto what Allah had ordained 
and for those who wish to accept any form ofemployment for 
remuneration, itis necessary toknow the lawspertaining to hiring 
contracts. For those who have a business based on borrowing and 
lending of finances, they shouldknow the l¢ws in that connection. 
Similarly those on whom salaah is compulsory, should definitely 
know the rules and regulations of salaah.” 


In this regard we have the guidance also of the verse where Allah 
informs us of the dua of Nabi Noch, who said: 


“T seek refuge in Thee from asking Theeq uestio ns of that of which 
[have no knowledge.” 


This was in Connection with his son. Nabi Nooh inquiredabout his suu 
at thetime efthe greatflood. He had been admonished by Allah for inquiring 
about his son who was drowned whilt: heing anunbeliever. Without first 
having ingutred about the permissibility of asking for his son to be taken 
aboardthe ship to be saved from the flood. he mentioned the sonand his fate. 
Now thisadmonishing by Allah and the answer given by Nab: Nooh on being 
reprimanded, is clear proofofthe fact that beferecommencing any action, 


it is most necessary that one should know the permiss ibility of thatact or its 
non-permissibility. 
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In another verse itis stated: 
“And donot follow that about which you have no knowledge.” 


In this verse, Allah prohibited His Nabi from following that about 
which he sad no knowledge. Therefor. knowledge is a prerequisite in all 
things. In this respect we also have the saying of Rasulullah (S.A.W): “the 
seekingof lniowlcdge is incumbent uponevery Muslim” 


Imam Shafi had said: The duty 0 fseeking knowledgeis of two kinds: 
Fard Aynand Fard kifaayah. fard'ayn refers to those things which one is 
requiredto knowinhis daily life and are indispensible tohim. Apatt from that 
the knowledge of all other things is a Fard kifaayah.” 


According to the book ROWHATUL-MUSH-TABIKAH Sayyedina 
Ibn Umar is reported tohave said: “These ignorantnon Arabs are not of us 
until they know the laws of buying and selling”. This is alsofound in the 
practice of Rasulullah (S.A.W). Whenever any one o fthe Sahaabah wanted 
todoan kind of work, Rasulullah (S.A.W) used to teach him the rules and 
regulations pertaining to that specific work. 


In the Commentary on MUKHTASAR of lbn Abi Jumrah, Majaii 
wrotcthatitistheunanimousverdict of the Ufamath atwhoeverwi shes to get 
involved with buying and selling in trade, sh ould know the laws of Sslamic 
business before they can take their place inthe market- places. They should 
Icarn the tules and regulations, the prescriptions and prohibitions even before 
they start trading. Among the Clara there is a general consensus of opinion 
on this issuc. imam Malik has said the same inhis book - KITAABUL 
QIRAAZ; fle also wrote in MAD@@NAH “In my opinion trade is not 
permissible for that person who because of his lack of knowledge considers 
haraam things to be halaaland cannot differentiate betwecn the two.even 
ifhe bea Mus! m.” 
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It is reported that Sayyedina Umar once senta mantothe market - 
place, telling him: “If there is any one there who does not know the laws of 
Islam pervaining to buying and selling, remove him from there.” 


In MAD-KHAL of Ibn Ameerul Haaj, it is reported that Sayyedina 
Umar from time to time used to lash and whip those who did not know the 
laws andused to say to them: ‘“‘No such a person should be allowed to sit 
in our market places, doing business, who knows not what ts usury.” 


Even Imam Malik had persons removed from the market- places for 
not knowing the laws so that others may be saved from eating interest. 


| have heard from Sayyidee Abu Muhammad that duringhis time, an 
inspector used to trequentthe market- place, stopping at each trader to ask 
him certain questions as to how trade andcommercialcontractscan contain 
aspects for interestandhow toavoid suchevils. If the shopkeeper answered 
correctly, he was left to continue trading there, but if ever he expressed 
ignorance about such matters, he was forcibly evicted with these words: 


“It is not permissible for you to trade in the market places of the 
Muslim Community. ¥ ou feed usury to people and cause them to devourthat 
whichis unclean.” 


It is also written in QOWWATUL QULO@B of Abu Talib that 
Sayyedina Utnar used to roam around the Market - places occasionally on 
inspection and that he occasionally lashed those who wére ignorant of 
islamic laws of business. He used to say to them: “In our market - plac=< only 
thoseare allowedtotradewho know the laws of trade, otherwise, unwittingly, 
people will bacomei nvolved in dealings containing interest.” 


In KANZUL UMMAAL there is a Hadeeth: “Only such persons are 
allowed to trade in our market - places, who know the laws of Shariati.” 
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In another book - TANBEEHUL MUGH-TAREEN, it is stated that 
whenever lmam Malikso wished, the Governor (of Madinah) used to present 
the traders beforehim. The Imam then proceeded to question them byway 
of examination and ifhe found any of them unacquanited with the laws 
per:ainingtolslamic business and without knewledge ef har aam and kalaal, 
they were taken out of the market-places. To them was said: “First seek 
knowledge of trade before youtake your placesin the market, because if y ou 
ate gnorant thereof you will be involvedin interest dealings.” 


Imam Zurgani qouted Imam Malik: “The evidence of a trader (for or 
against anyone) is not acceptable until such time thathe knows those laws 
of Shariat regarding his busine ss.” 


in the FATA WA TATAR KHANIA a Quotation ts mentioned from 
the FATAWASIRRAJIYY A: “itis not permissibleto take patin busines suntil 
such time thatthe trader knows the] aws of trade as towhat is permissible 
and what is not” 


inFATAWABAZZAZIA wercad:” Itis not permissibleferanyone to 
trade until] he knows the laws of business by heatt.In previous times, when 
traders went on business trips, while they were themselves ignorant of the 
laws, they always took with them such knowledgable menor scholars sothat 
they could be guided by the knowledge of such scholars.” 


Some people once asked Imam Muhammad to compile a book on 
tagwa(the fear of Allah). He replied: “Lhave written a book on business 
aid its rules and regulations. If anyone takes note of the rules regulating 
business (buyingand selling) and actsaccordingly. he willbe come aiuttagi 
(God-fearing). He willavoid all that which is not pamissible Hiscarnings 
will. be halaa/ and his deeds will be righteo us.” 

(BULOOGHUL AMAAN p 82} 
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Maula 1a Thanwi wrote a detailed book on busi 1ess dealings called 
SAFAA-1-MUAAMALAAT. Manynecessaly details are mentioned therein, 
and the studyofthis book is of tremendous benefit At the end. Hazvat wrote: 


“The correctness of our business dealings is a najor portion ofour 
deenand in the introduction to this book. attention has already been 
drawn to the indifference ofpeeple to these things nowadavs. It should 
be noted thatthemainteason forexplaining these things is toensure the 
eating of halaal. And it is advisable hereto indicate the virtue of the 
blessings of hafaal foods and to point outthe evils of eating, har aam. 
For this reason we shal! quote the meanings of five Hadeeth, plus 
seven lines of poetry fromthe MATHNAWI as well as fifteen 
couplets from thepoem NAAN WOHAL WA. all ofwhich is connected 
with the subject under discussion, sothat readers may take warning, 
cast aside theirnegligence and indifference and take heed.” 


It is reported inthe MUSNAD of Imam Ahmad, SHEHIBUL MAAN 
of lmam Bayhaqi and the Sunan ofDay lami that Rasuluilah (S.A.W) 
had said: the earning of halaalisal soa/ard duty after the other duties 
of salaahand fasting and that a person's das become acceptable to 
Allah through halaalearnin gs. tfany one morsel of feod thatis haraani 
enters the mouth, the resultwill be that for forty dayshis duas wi ll not 
be answered, andthat if of clothes he wears one dirham ex t of ten is 
from haraam sources, his safaah will not be accepted for as long as 
those clothe sremain onhis body. No charity from huraam wealth will 
be accepted, nor will there be any blessing in spending out of haraam 
possessions. Whatever haraam wealth is left behind fer heirs afera 
person’s death, will forthat person become a guide towa rds hel}, And 
the flesh that grows on anyone's body nourished by haraam means 
will not enter paradise but be despatched to hell.” 


Having then quoted the poem ,Nan we halwa-Nazrat Thanwi 
continued: “In these linesof poetrythe author mentions the beneficial 
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fruits and results ef Haiaal earings as beingcnlightenment, perfection 
of knowledge, love for Allah, righteous thoughts, courage and 
atteitiveness. @n the other hand the fruitsof Aaraam earnings are 
itreligiousness, being deprived ofknewledge ef Allah, beingovercome 
by one’s ewn base desires, absence of courage to proceed tewards 
obedience, and destruction of one’s faith.” 


in those same linesaiemedyhas been prescribedtofend offthe desire 


for haraamn earnings: Such persens shouldbe satisfied with what they have 
and with what th eyreceive,andthey shou ld enjoin upon themselves simplicity 
of food, clothing and in theirdaily domestic needs they should avoidal forms 
of pompousness, shew and excessive comforts. Therefore, looking at the 
warnings given ofthe dangers ahe ad, Muslims should heal themselves from 


the evils of haraam earnings.” 


Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafee Saheb wrote aseties of booklets 


called JAWAAHIRUL FI@AH. [n one efthese, he wrete about the non- 
permissible business centracts, and in the introduction to it Mautana Muf:i 
Saheb wrate: 


“This is aclear indication that the objection againstislamic Law, i.e., 
that itisnarrow, rigidand very hard to implement, is indeed unfeunded, 
and is in fact a false accusation against Islam. Whatever narrow 
mindedness is felt, is because of the ultra-liberal and rebellious 
attitudethat has taken hold ofthe general Muslim public (through the 
infiltration of ultra- modern ideas from Europe). It is because they do 
not want to make the distinction between Aaraam and halaal. @ne 
will find that in cases where, witha little change, certain business 
contracts would have beceme permisstbleaccording te Shurrat, they 
have continucd to persist with thosesame cases in its nonIslamic 
manner Yet they continue to object, whether in effect the narrow 
-minde dness lies withinthemselves or whether the actual objection 
is their ownindifference to islamic values. However, even today the 
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God-fearing ones find dift culty in earn ing Aalaci sustenance. What 
should they do? My first answer to them is: No doubt, you have 
difficulty in carning Aalaaf but leok at it from this point of view: For 
the more comforts ofthis werld, which in ary case lasts only fora 
couple of days, andin order to please some peuple, aman sometimes 
casts -himself into tremendous difficulties. If he casts his attentien 
tewards the never-ending favours of Allah in the Hereafter, and with 
this in mind and to please his Lord and Creator, he meets with acertain 
amount of difficulty, then surely the sacrifice is not too great. This 
should not be teo much to expect of him, especially when we bear in 
mind that in earning halaa/ means, his reward is also magnif:ed 
as is promised in Hadeeth The persen who occupies his mind with 
theughts of pleasing Allah, will find that his problems are eased. And 
Allahsays: "And for thosewho strivein Our path, We shall guide them 
to Our path." 


“ks one wishesto experience the truth of that. then take all the business 
contracts which are illegal in the eyes of Shariat and also take all the 
forms of employments, where persons are forced to earn al iving by 
employments which accordingtoShariat are not permissible. Make a 
listofall and write tothe Ulamna, askin gthem to explainhewa Muslim 
may avoid gettinginvolved in sinfulacts andalso to suggest ways and 
means how they can avoid acting illegally in the light ef Shariat. I do 
not claim that in all the illegal coutracts they will be able to suggest 
Islamically legal ways of doing the same things. But what I de say ts 
this that inthe vastmajority ofthosc iflegal contracts itwillbe possible 
to have a similar, [slamically permissible contract after changing 
Its nature slightlyoraftera few changes in theclausesofthe contract. 
In other words the haraam that they de, could be made Aalga/ with 
seme minor changes. But ifaperson is net interested in halaal or 
haraup, then what medicine is there with which to treat him?” 
(JAWAAHIRUL-FIQAH Vol 2 p 362), 
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In my book AKAABIRULAMA-E-DE@BANBD _ ithavealready 
explainedhow at the age oftw el ve years | moved with my motherfrom Gan goh 
to Saharanpur. At that time my rather used to stay at the .\Wadresa during 
Madre satimes. At other tines he used to sleep and eat athume. Apart trom 
the timeshespentinthe Madresa andat home. the rest of the time wasalway s 
spent in the Shoemaker’ s Mosque near the Madresa, Oneday afic tAsr saical 
my fatherwassitting near the well inthe Mosque Twoor threestudents were 
drawing buckets of water fromthe well aiid throw ing it over him for him to 
cool off. Molvilmdad’s father, the late Hafiz Magbool. who was a great 
fan of my father asked: “Is this not an act of extravagance?” 


My father replied: “For you it will be extravagance, but not for me.” 


Hafiz Saheb asked: “Sow is that'” 
My father replied: “You are ignorant while Lam a Molvi.” 


Hafiz Saheb sa d: “But this is exactly whatsome people will swy, that 
the Molvis make permissible for themselves that which 
they prohibit the others fromdoing.” 


Father answered: “There is no need for-you to be ashamed of this 
statement The same act, if you are doing it while being 
un acquanited with the laws of Shar :a¢ willbea sin upon 
you. While aMolvi willdothe same thing. pe rh aps slightly 
different, yet knowing it to be permissible.” 


When Hafiz Saheb again asked how, my father said: "St udy Arabic. 


(My late father always used to say: “If those people who are so busy 
with their worldly persuits like the lawyers and teachers inthe secular schools 
willouly give me seventy two hours, then I will make them Mol vis ” This was 
nome reidle boast bec aus equitea lew lawyershadbecome quite know ledgable 
Mo visin less than 72 hours after having fellowed his syllabus. Fle did not 
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demand 72 hours continuously, bi,t wanted only two hoursevery Sunday, 
This week he lectured to themand gave them some home work to prepare, 
which he checked the following week. The well-known lawyer of our tine, 
Molvi Shahabuddin, and Molvi Manfa atAli, wholaterbecame thechairman 
of the Saharaitpur Branch of the Muslim League and was also kAatifa te 
Maulana Thanwi, both became Molvisin this way. Even Molvi Shabbir Ali, 
whose et:er 1 quoted in IKMALUS SHITY AM, became a Molvi in this 
manner } 


Hafiz Magqbool again insisted on a better answer but my father 
insisted thathe should study Arabicand become an Aalim. At thattime, Ltoo 
could not understand the incident of the “extravagance” properly But 
later, while studying MISHKAT, wecame across a Hadeeth, wherein is 
statedthat Sayyedina Bilal once brought to Rasulullah (S.A, W) some very 
nice dates of excellent quality. 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) asked him: “@ Bilal, from wheredid you obtain 
these?” 


Bilalreplied: “tf gave themeasure of twosa'a oflesser quality dates 
inexchange for one sa’a of these.” 


Rasulultah (S.A.W) said: “Nonever! But that is usury inits true 
form. Donoteverdothat.Ifyouhad tedo 
something, then’ why did you not seil 
your two sa’a of inferior dates and then 
with the noney obtained, bought ore 
sa‘a of these bet:er quality dates?” 


When I came upon mis Hade 2th, | remembered the incident in the 
Mosque ofthe Shoemaker and understood the difference between an Aalim 
aiida jahil There is no doubt that exchanging the two sa‘aof inferi ot dates 
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forone sa‘a ofsuperior ones is usury and thus not permissible. On the other 
hand, first se! ing the interior dates for aprice (e.g. ene rupee) and then using 
that one rupee to buy superior dates, looks like it is exactly the same thing. 
However, the f:rst contract is not permissible while the second one is. Now 
if azahil (ignorant one) setls his two sa‘a for one sa’a, it will be usury and 
if a Molvi sellshis two sau’ for money and therewith purchases one sa‘a 
of superiordates, it will beaperfectly permisstbte act. Both contracts would 
appear to be thesame on the outside, but inthe tecniqueapptted by Rasulul lah 
(S.A. W).a slight change made a world of difference. 


The first Rector of our Madresa was Maulana inayat Ilahi. 
Whenever any jewelry came tothe Madresa as grant fiom the public, he 
never allowed anyone else to exchangettfor money, He used to doit himself 
on the way from the Madresa to his home. There was a certain man called 
Heera with whom Maulana used to deal. He hada large business, He was 
notaMuslim buthad much respectforMaulana. When the Maulana sold gold 
jewelrytohim he did it inthis way: Firstofal]l Maulana borrowed some silver 
rupees from himand thenafterthecontracthad been concluded and theprice 
had been f:xed. he used to return the money he had borrowed. 


The Hindu used tothinkthisoververy thoroughly. When Maulanaseld 
silver jewel ry to him, hefirstofall borrowed some goldcoins from him and 
after concludin gthe sale and after having fixed the price, he returned the gold 


coins to him. 


@nce he asked: “*faulana Saheb, what is the need for alt this 
roundabout way? With or without. it the contract 
ts the same.” 


Maulana explained to him the whole procedure so much so that he 
became an expert in day-us-sarf. He always usedto explain the mas-ala to 
the general Muslin, publicbeforedealing with them. But when aknowledgable, 
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Molvi-hke person enteredhis shop, he used to first comptete all the deatings 
in the manner in which itis generallydone Then, having conctuded the sale, 
before the person couldteave his shop, he used to cal] him back and say; 


Maulana Saheb, will you kindly be seated? The manner in which | 
have bought from you isnot permissible according to your religion.” 


ManyaMolvion hearing such astatement would Lecome puzzled and 
sume would even become enraged, shouting: *Am I supposedto know my 
religion or you?’, he woutd reply: “Maulana Saheb, kind ly be seated. Bo not 
become angry and listen to me” 


Then Heera, the Hindu, woutd explain the whole masala preperty, 
pointing out how it woutd be permiss ible in Islam. General ly, the Molvi would 
then start to think and finally fee] ashamed. The point of the matter is that in 
the mas ala of selling and buying of gold and silver, the Molvi would be a 
jahil and the Hindu money-changer would know the real mas-aia. 


New look atthis casejust mentioned. Just asin the case of Sayyedina 
Bilat, there are two forms ef the same contract of sale. Both look exactlytike 
the other. But the one isnotpermissible, while the other witha slight change 
in form, becomes permissible. There are so many similar cases as are 
mentioned inthebooks oflslamic scholars. tt would make thisbooklet a much 
thicker book ifwe should mention them all. 


Itts, however, ourduty todistinguish thepermissible from the prah ibited 
cases, whether in trade, farming, leasing or hiring. Perhaps it is not for the 
general Muslim public to study these books, but as forthe (Jame and the 
Arabic scholars, it is incumnbent upon them tocheck.They will find much 
needed guidance tn KITAABUL KABAA-IR of Imam Thahabi, and AL 
ZAWAAJIR ‘AN I@TIRAAFIL KABAA-IR of Ibn Hajar Makki and in 
KITAABUL HARAAM WAL HALAAL in the IHYA of Imam Ghazali. 


94 Fazt'i!.e.Tijaarat 


In his book {mam Thahabi first wrote down: “And do not devoureach 
others’ pessessions unjustly.” 


Then he discussed the meaning of the verse, namely that none is 
allowed to eat the possessions ofanother in an unpermitted manner. through 
unlawful ways. This may take place intwo ways, either through seizing 
someone else’ s property unjustly as inthe case of theft, deceit, fraud, robbery 
etc., and esecondly 11 may be done in jest asin the case of gambling, bet :ing 
and games. 


In Saheeh Bukhary Rasulullah (S.A.W) is reported to have said: 
“Verily many peop e havetaken hold of Allah's possessions through. 
unjust means and on the day of Qivaamat hell willbe for them.” 


In Muslim we have a Hadeeth wherein that man is mentioned who is 
on a ongjoumey with dishevelled hair and his whole body covered in dust. 
He lifts his hands in prayer: “OM yLord, OM yLord!” He does all this while 
his food is of haraam, his drink is #Haraam and his clothes too. How can his 
a@uabe accepted? 


Sayyedina Anas reports: “toncesaid: YaRasulullah! prayto Allah to 
make me of those whose @uas are directly accepted.” 


Rasulullah(S.A.W) replied: “O Anas, keep your earnings hafeal and 
pure andyour a@uas will be accepted because ifa man places one 
morsel ofharaam foodinhis mouth, h s@wawill not be accepted 
fora period of forty days.” 


imam Scyhaqi reports that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: “Allah has 
indeed divided good character and manners among you in the 
same manneras Hehasdivided sustenance amongyouand verily 
he gives tt to those whom heloves aswellas to those whom He 
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does notlove But indeed, He only gives His deentothose whom 
He loves. So, whomsoever He has made a man ef the </een, him 
has He made tis beloved. And whoever earns haraam wealth 
and then spends thereof, for him there shall be no blessings 
therein, and should he give thereof in charity, it shalt not be 
accepted ofhim. And if he leaves thereof in inheritance for his 
heirs, itshall bea guide for him towards Hell. Forverily Allah 
does not wipe away evil with evil. He only removes evil with 
righteousness.” (B4 YHAGT) 


Ibn Umar repor's that Rasulu !lah (S.A.W) said: “The world is sweet 
and fertile. Whoever haseamed thereof by Aalaal means and 
spendsthereo fin righteousness, shall berewardedandAllah will 
granthim entrance intoparadise. Andwhocverhaseaned thereof 
inwaysother thar halaa/ means and spends thereofin evil paths, 
willenterintothea bode o fdisgrace. Many are the ones who, for 
the sake of satisfying their base desires, enter into haraam 


earning andforthem on the day of 0) aamattherewillbehel Hire 
awaiting them.” 


In another Hadeeth we read: “Whosoever cares not how his earnings 
are, Allah will not care throug)) which door he enters Hell.” 


Sayyedina Abu Hurayrah used to say: “It is better forany of you that 
h smouth be filled with dust than that heshouldcause to enter 
into his mouth anything of haraam.” 


Yusuf bin Asbaat said: “When a young man becomes a righteous 
worshipper of Allah, Shaytan says to his assistants: ‘Find out 
from wherehis foodcomes.* Whenthey findthathis food comes 
from haraam sources, Shavtan says to them: ‘Leavehim alone 
to tire himself out in ibaadah, and waste not your energy on 
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him, Abouthim youshould not worry, because while he consumes 
haraam, this ibaadah of his will not benefit him in the least” 


The words of the above Hadeeth are also corroborated by the 
Hadeeth about the travellerinthe desert whose food, drink and clothes are 
from haraam sources Another Hadeeth states: 

“From Baitul Muqaddas theAngel s exclaimevery day and night 
‘From that person whoate of haraam, Allah acceptsneither his 
compulsory nor his voluntary acts.” 


Hazrat Abdullah bin Mubarak said: “It is more acceptable for me to 
retumto (its owner) onedirham which is of doubtful! origin than 
to give one hundred thousand dirhams in charity ” 


It is also reported that Rasulullah (S,A.W) said: “When a person 
performing haj with har aameamings recite the /abbuik, the 
Angels reply tohim: “Y our fabbaikis not accepted and there is 
no pleasureij nyourarrivalh ere And yourhaj is thrownback in 
your face.” 


Imam Ahmad also quoted a Hadeerh in his MUSNAB: “When a 
pe: son buys clothing to the value of ten dithams of which one 
ditham is of haraam, nota sin gle onc ofhis saleahs isaccepted 
for aslong as those clothes cover his body.” 


Wahb bin Ward said: “Even if youshould stand ittsagh like a pil lar, 
that salaah will not benef t you inthe feast until such time that 
you carefully ascertain what enters your stomach, fraraam or 
halual ” 


Sayyedina Abdullah 8in Abbas said: “Ailah does not accept the 
salaah of a person whohadcaused haraumtoenter his stomach 
until he repents.” 
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Hazrat Sufyan Thowri satd: A person who distributes haraam things 
in charity is like unto thatperson who cleanses his clothing 
with urine, whereas inactual factditty clothes areonlyc leansed 


with clean watey Sim ilarly sinscanonly bewashedoff by halaal 
charity.” 


Sayvedina Umar said: “We usedto avoid making use of nine-tenths of 
halaa! things for fear of perhaps falling into Auraam * 


Sayyedina Ka’ab bin ‘Ujrah reports that Rasulullah (S.A.W) said: 


“That body wiltneverenter paradise whichhad been nourished 
with foods from haraam sources.” 


The Ulama have listed all the following persons as being of those who 
consume haraam. They are the ones who impose andaccepttaxes, those who 
deftaud and deceive, thieves, robbers, those who take interest on moneys 
or goods lent or borrowed, those who pay interest, those who fraudulently 
eat the posses sions of orphans, those who give false evidence, those who bear 
false witness. those who refuse to pay or return goods sold or lent to them, 
those who accept bribes, those who give short measure when they sell, those 
whosell fau lty goods after pur po sely hiding faultstherein, gamblers, sorcerers, 
astrotogers, fortune-tellers, painters of ptctures, prostitutes, those women 
who formoney are professional moumersandcriers at funerals, those agents 
who without permission ofthe sellers takea share ofthe price of goods for 
selling articles to buyers at higher prices, those who sell free men as slaves. 
All these people are eaters and earners of haraam. 


It isreportedthat Rasululiah (S.A. W) said: “@n the day of Qivaamiai 
some such people will be brought forth with whom shal be righteous deeds 
the size of the mountain of Tihaamah. But when they shall be called to 


account, Allah will destroy all those deeds. Thereatlerthey will be cast into 
fahunnam.” 
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The Sahabah inquired: “Ya Rasulallah, why will that be so?” 


Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied: “These peaple performed their sclaah, 
they kept the fast of Ramadaan and they gave 
outtheir zakaah and their did ha duty. Buton 
the otherhand,ifany haraan earnings came 
to hand ,they accepted without reservations. 
For this reason Allah has destroyed all their 
good deeds.” 


An incident is related about acertain saint who was seen in adream 
afterhts death. He was asked: “How were you dealt with by Allah?” 


He replied: “Allah has dealt with me most graciously. However, 
because of one needle, | have been stopped from 
estterng paradise. I had borrowed it from someone and 
failed to retum it to the owner.” 


We have quoted extensively from Allama Thahabi. In another 
chapter he states: While speaking about the 62nd major sin ‘viz, the sin of 
giving short measure),: “Allah has said: 


“Woe unto those who dec!in fraud, those who, when they have to 
Teceive by measure from men, exact full measure, but when they 
have to give by measure or weight, give less than due,” 


Sayyedina Abdullah bin Abbas reports that Rasulullah ($.A.W) said: 
“Five things are given in exchange for five things. When the Sakabah 
inquired about the meaning thereof Rasulullah (S.A. W) said: 


“Whenever a nation broke its agreements, Allah causesi ts enemies 
to overcome them. Whenevera nation judges by any law other than 
that which Allah revealed, need and poveity become their general 
ordeal 
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Whenever in a nation the evil of immorality andpeimissiveness 
(fornication and adultery) become widespread, Allah causes 
plagues andepidemics to be suffered by them. 


Whenever a nation defrauds others by giving shortmeasure, Allah 
destroys their affluence and causes famine and starvation to 
overcomethem. 


And whena nation defaults in the giving of zakaah, Allah causes 
the rains to be withheld from them.” 


Hazrat Malik bin Dinar says: “I once went to visit one of my 
neighbours who was in the jast moments of his life. Hesaid tome; “I see two 
mountains of fire, two mountains of fire: 


Noticing his great anguish, I asked; ‘What is this you are saying?” 


He reptied: “{ had two measuring cups. I used the one formeasuri 1g 
off when buying for myself and the other when | 
measured for selling to others. The first one was bigger 
than the one I used for measuring to others,” 


Maliks says: “Itookthe two cups and started beating the one against 
the other ” 


Aithis the man exclaimed: “No, stop. By beating the one against the 
other you arecausing my punishmentto become even 
more severe.” 


Then in that condition the man passed away, The personwho gives 
short measure, defrauding others is called a ‘ntuwafif'. This means small 
andinsignificantandhe isthus called because he isable to increase the amount 
of a small, insignificant thing. This giving of less than the correct and due 
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measure, falls in the same category of sitis asdeceit, fraud, theft and eating 
haraan. Allah has expressed ‘way!’ (woe) unto him. That is, severe 
punishment and a grave warning. 


Some Gilama have said that this ‘way!’ is the name of a valley in 
Jahennan which is so full ofhorror that even if all the mountains of the 
earth should be cast therein, they will all meltand become liquid, 


@ne of the saintly E ders said: “I sincerely believe that anyone giving 
short measure will enter Hell, becausethis is such a general practice that 
very few cansave themselves fromit except those whom Allah protects.” 


Another said: “} once visited a man on his death bed. 1 recited the 
Kalima Shahadah tohim, that he may read and that it shal] be the last words 
spoken by him, but his tongue just could not pronounce the Aa/ima. Then 
when he became a bit more Jucid andconscious, |askedhim: “@ My brother, 
whatis the matter? | am trying to getyou to recite the £a/ima, but your ton gue 
does not seem able to pronounce it?” 


He replied: “The weight of a scale comes onto my tongue which 
prevents me from speaking.” 


asked: ‘Pid you then give short measure to others?” 


He replicd: “No,iddnot. Allid dwasthat when! weighed I did not 
wait ferthe scale balance to return to its proper place 
bc fore weighing.” 


Th sis what happened toonc who wasnotcareful in weighing. What 
do you think will be the case of him who purposely gave Jess than what he - 
should have given? 


Hazrat Naafi’ says that Sayyedina Umar used to pass by the 
shopkeepezsandtell them: “Do be careful and fear Allah in your 
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measuring and weighing. Give fil measure, foron the day of 
Qryuaniat those who gave short measure, will stand before 
Allah in their own sweat, which will rise fiom their ankles up 
to the middle of theirear Jobes.” 


This will also be the position of that cloth-merchant who, when he 
measures for others, stretches the materialso severely that nothing extra Is 
given. But when he measures for buying for himself. keeps the matcrial 
loosely (andeven fullof folds) so that something extra is gained. 


@ne of our Elders said: “Woe unto that merchant who becauseofone 
seedcastaside sucha great paradise whichis wider than heavens andearth, 
And great is the sorrow for that person who because of one seed which he 
takes extra, buys destruction for himself.” 


Conclusion: | wanted townte this booklet in much more detail, but, 
unfortunately, Ihave lately becn so much overcome with iltness that at the 
commencement of every chapter, |have wondered whether it shallever be 
completed or not. Hence today, Saturday, Sth Safar. [ have completed this. 


May Allah in His Infinite Mercy, accept this humble effort May Allah 
help the Muslims to eat of kafaaland toavoid the eating of haraam. Andmay 
He grant this humble servant of His the same ability. 


Praise beto Allahand Hischoicest bless ings upon the chosen one from 
among His creation, Sayyedina Muhammad (S.A.W), his oifsprings, his 
Companions, and all his followers till the day of Reckoning. 


Shaikhul- Hadeeth Maular~ Mohammad 
Zakariva 

5 Safar, £400 

24 December, 1979 

Madinah Tay ibah. 


